REPORT 

OF  THE 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 
1855. 

[5] 


f 


•.,-:-t 

REPORT 

OF  THE 

STATE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


Office  op  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  ) 
Springfield^  Illinois^  December  lOih,  1854.  ^ 
To  his  excellency^  Goi  ernor  Matte  son: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  the  report  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  public  instr  action  in  common  schools  of  the  state  of  IllinoL?, 

NINIAN  W.  EDWARDS, 
State  Superintendent  oj  Public  Instruction, 


REPORT. 
«  School  Fund, 

The  total  amount  of  school,  college  and  seminary  fund  is  $951,504  07. 
This  is  made  up  as  follows  : 
^  School  fund  proper,  being  three  per  cent,  on  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  within  the  state,  (one- 
sixth  excepted,)                -               .               -  $463,490  93 
Surplus  revenue,                  -               -               -  335,592  32 
College  fund,  being  one-sixth  of  the  three  per  cent. 

fund,                -  92,682  10 
Seminary  fund,  being  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  semina- 
ry lands,             -             _               ,               -  59,738  72 


Total,        -  -  -  -     $951,504  07 


Amount  of  interest  distributed  on  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1854,  for  1853,  of  which  one-fourth  of  one  per 
cent  is  paid  for  the  support  of  the  deaf  and  dumb 
-asylum,  and  the  remainder  distributed  among  the 
counties  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  children 

under  twenty-one  years  of  age,            -               -  $57,090  25 

Amount  distributed  among  the  counties,  -               -  54,711  49 

Amount  to  deaf  and  dumb  asylum,          -               -  2,378  76 


Total  interest,  -  $57,090  26 

,  The  three  per  cent,  fund  is  derived  from  that  amount  of  the  pro* 
eeeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lands  in  this,  state,  which  amount,  under 
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the  ordinance  of  congress  admitting  this  state  into  the  Union,  is  to  be 
applied  ,\s  above  stated. 

The  j^  incipal  of  this  fund  is  increased,  from  time  to  time,  under  an  act 
of  the  slate  legislature,  requiring  it  to  be  invested  in  state  bonds.  The 
.imouiit  which  has  been  added  to  it  by  this  means  is  -^^32,856  26,  ex- 
clusive of  the  investment  tiiis  year  by  your  excellency. 

The  amount  arising  from  the  surplus  revenue  was  secured  to  the 
school  lund  in  1836,  when  the  internal  improvement  system  was  adopt- 
ed, luider  an  act  of  the  legislature  which  provided  that  the  amount  re- 
main] iiji;  unappropriated  of  the  proceeds  of  the  surplus  revenue  of 
the  United  States,  which  was  distributed  among  the  several  states  of 
the  Union  under  an  act  of  congress,  should  be  invested  in  the  stocks 
of  tht;  banks  of  this  state.  On  the  winding  up  of  the  banks,  this  fund 
was  secured  to  the  school  fund,  which  was  about  all  that  was  saved 
iroift  tile  internal  improvement  system. 

Tiie  seminary  fund  arises  from  the  sale  of  the  two  townships  of  land 
ioiiiited  to  the  state  under  ordinance  of  congress.  These  lands  have 
beeii  sold,  and  the  proceeds,  together  with  the  three  per  cent,  fund 
and  the  surplus  revenue,  constitute  the  common  school  fund,  v/hich 
was  loaned  to  the  state  at  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  and 
the  interest  thereon  appropriated  to  the  support  of  common  scliools. 

j.vy  the  same  ordinance  of  congress  there  was  granted  to  each  town- 
ship in  the  state  one  section  of  land,  being  six  hundred  and  forty  acres. 
The  entire  amount  in  the  state  was  998,448u;u  acres.  Within  last  two 
yjars  in  79  counties  from  which  returns  have  been  received,  the  quan- 
tity sold  was  12,556  acres,  for  which  was  received  $42,972  75,  leav- 
ing still  unsold  in  the  same  counties  48,313. 

The  amount  of  township  fund  in  79  counties  is  $1,441,427  51,  and 
the  interest  on  the  same,  which  is  distributed  for  the  support  of  com- 
mon schools  in  those  counties,  is  $111,191  29. 

Estimating  that  the  21  counties  to  be  heard  from  are  average  coim- 
'.ies,  and  that  the  county  fund  is  $50,000,  the  following  statement 
'>hows  the  aggregate  amount  of  our  entire  school  resources  : 
State  fund,  including  college,  seminary  and  school  fund,    $951,504  07 
County  fund,  '     -  -  -  -        50,000  00 

Proceeds  of  sales  of  townships  in  79  counties,  -    1,441,427  51 

Estimated  value  of  lands  in  the  same,         -  -       171,891  00 

Estimated  value  of  sales  of  townships  in  21  counties,  -  302,694  00 
Estimated  value  of  unsold  lands  in  21  counties,         -        36,078  00 


Total  principal,                -              -  -  $2,953,594  52 

Interest  on  state  fund,  at  6  per  cent.,  for  1853,  -  57,090  25 

Interest  on  county  fund,  at  10  per  cent.,      -  -  5,000  00 

Net  proceeds  from  interest  on  township  fund  in  79 

counties,  -  111,191  29 
Estimated  proceeds  from  interest  on  township  fund  in 

21  counties,               .              .              -  -  23,000  00 


Total  interest,    -  -  -  .   $196,281  54 
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The  sum  raised  by  ad  valorem  tax,  for  the  year  1853, 
in  97  counties,  most  of  which  was  appropriated  to 
school-liouses,  sites,  furniture,  &c. 5  -  -     $42,705  42 


In  79  counties,  from  which  returns  have  been  receivec^,  it  appears 
that  tliere  were  4,215  schools,  of  which  were  taught  by  males  2,492  ; 
by  females,  1,557,  and  in  the  same  counties  the  number  of  schools  in 
which  males  and  females  were  employed  at  the  same  time  was  116, 
and  the  number  of  schools  in  which  males  and  females  wei  e  employed 
at  difterent  periods  was  1,645. 

The  average  monthly  compensation  of  male  teachers  was  -t25,  and 
that  of  females  .^12.  The  number  of  white  children  in  the  stale 
under  21  years  of  age,  according  to  the  United  States  census  of  1860, 
was  496,595.  In  79  counties,  for  the  year  1853,  according  to  the  re- 
ports of  township  treasurers,  there  were  407,23!^,  of  which  136,371 
attended  school.  Tlie  number  of  organized  school  districts  reported 
was  4,125. 

The  average  number  of  months  in  which  schools  were  taught  during 
the  year,  in  seventy-nine  counties,  was  six. 

The  amount  of  public  money  paid  for  teachers'  wages,  in  seventy- 
nine  counties,  was  $145,183  07;  and  in  the  same  counties  there  was 
paid,  besides  public  money,  $157,915  01.  The  amount  expended  for 
schools,  in  seventy-nine  counties,  is  $308,385  52. 

The  legislature,  at  its  last  session,  made  it  the  duty  of  the  state  su- 
perintendent of  public  instruction  torepoit  a  system  of  free  education 
for  all  the  children  of  the  state.  Preliminary  to  this,  however,  allow 
me  to  ask  your  attention,  for  a  short  time,  to  the  importance,  aims 
and  ends  of  such  a  system. 

First  of  all,  a  system  of  state  education  should  be  such  as  will  de- 
velop, to  the  fullest  extent,  the  physical,  moral  and  intellectual  re- 
sources of  our  youth,  by  establishing,  early  in  life,  habits  of  industry, 
moral  self-control,  and  intellectual  application  to  the  sciences,  from 
the  most  simple  and  elementary  to  the  most  difficult  and  abstruse 
taught  in  the  best  schools  of  our  land.  The  system  wiiich  fails  in  any 
one  of  these  departments  is  defective. 

The  order  of  the  school  should  co-operate  with  the  best  domestic 
discipline  in  the  establishment  of  early  habits  of  industry,  temperance, 
neatness  and  regularity.  It  should  draw  out  and  develop  the  re- 
sources of  mind;  and  while  it  imparts  knowledge,  and  inculcates  the 
highest  respect  for  text-books  and  established  maxims,  should  fully 
awaken  the  idea  of  bold  and  independent  thinking  and  manly  re_ 
search.  The  two  extremes  should  be  avoided,  of  merely  educating 
the  memory,  while  the  other  faculties  remain  dormant,  and  the  notio^^ 
of  a  wild  and  lawless  originality  of  thought,  which  regards  with  con_ 
tempt  the  established  maxims  of  science,  and  despises  the  wisdom  o  . 
the  past.  The  mind  should  be  trained  to  work^  and  at  the  same  time 
to  work  by  rule,  and  in  accordance  with  the  well  established  laws  of 
science,  while  it  boldly  encounters  the  mysteries  of  matter  and  of 
mind,  and  surmounts  the  obstacles  which  oppose  its  progress  to  use- 
fulness and  distinction. 
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The  moral  department  of  common  school  education  can  never  be 
regarded  with  indifference.  While  it  is  not  sectarian  it  must  be 
christian,  and  in  accordance  with  the  moral  maxims  of  christian  civ-  , 
ilization.  Its  tendency  should  be  to  improve  the  higher  and  subdue 
the  lower  passions  of  human  'nature,  and  to  implant  principles  of 
thought,  feeling  and  action  which  shall  control  the  conduct  and  de- 
termine the  character  of  the  man.  In  short,  it  should  be  broad  and  * 
comprehensive,  and  not  like  too  many  of  the  moral  reforms  of  the 
day,  direct  all  its  energies  against  a  single  vice,  or  for  the  promotion 
of  a  single  virtue.  Its  object  should  be  to  ]) 7' event  as  well  as  to  rem- 
edy vice,  and  its  discipline  such  as  to  win  the  most  wayward  child  to 
the  paths  of  virtue  and  a  respect  for  religion,  while  it  deeply  implants 
in  the  young  heart  the  principle  of  obedience  to  law  and  submission 
to  the  constitutional  "powers  that  be." 

I  propose,  in  the  next  place,  to  s'uow  that  it  is  both  the  duty  and 
the  interest  of  the  state  to  provide  for  the  education  of  her  children. 

In  the  preamble  to  our  state  constitution  we  acknowledge  our- 
selves to  be  "grateful  to  Almighty  God  for  the  civil,  religious  liberty 
which  we  have  been  permitted  to  enjoy,  and  looking  to  Him  for  a 
blessing  on  our  endeavors  to  secure  and  transmit  the  same  unimpair- 
ed to  succeeding  generations,  and,  in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect 
government,  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquility,  provide  for 
the  common  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the 
blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  posterity,"  &c. 

Were  the  inquiry  now  to  be  urged,  how  are  these  blessings  best  - 
secured?  I  am  persuaded  the  unanimous  answer  would  be,  by  diffus- 
ing amon)y  the  people  knowledge  and  virtue.  To  secure  the  great 
ends  of  the  constitution,  it  is  important  that  the  children ^our  state  be 
trained  so  as  to  fully  comprehend  the  principles  of  the  constitution 
and  ihe  true  basis  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  They  must  be_mad€ 
to  know  in  what  manner  justice  may  be  established,  and  domestic 
tranquility  insured — how  they  may  best  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence, promote  the  general  welfare,  and  perpetuate  our  free  institu- 
tions for  the  benefit  of  future  generations.  The  mere  declaration  of 
an  object  would  be  utterly  useless  and  unavailing  if  our  state  refuses 
or  neglects  to  adopt  the  means  necessary  to  its  attainment. 

Doubtless  it  is  the  business  of  the  government  to  provide  the 
means  for  the  accomplishment  of  all  its  great  objects;  and  as  those 
objects  cannot  be  gained  but  through  the  intellectual  and  moral  de- 
velopment of  the  people,  it  follows  that  government  is  bound,  sol- 
emnly pledged,  to  look  the  matter  of  education.  Our  children  have 
a  right  to  demand  it  on  the  ground  of  solemn  engagement;  and  if  we 
neglect  it  the  curses  of  future  ages  must  rest  upon  us.  And  to  make 
it  sure,  it  must  not  be  left  to  chance,  nor  to  private  enterprise:  it 
must  be  absolutely  secured^  by  timely  and  judicious  legislation.  But 
parsimonious  men  will  talk  of  economy,  and  of  the  necessity  of  re- 
trenchment- It  is  cheaper  to  sustain  schools  than  poor  houses,  and  ' 
courts,  and  prisons;  and  as  certainly  as  education  is  neglected,  ig- 
norance and  vice,  and  pauperism  and  prisons,  must  draw  heavily  upon 
our  treasury.    The  only  prevention  of  these  evils  is  in  intellectual 
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and  moral  expansion.  We  hesitate  not,  for  the  common  defence,  to 
invest  money  for  the  building  of  forts,  for  the  manufacture  of  arms, 
the  training  of  soldiers,  for  military  academies,  and  the  general  dis- 
cipline and  munitions  of  war.  How  much  more  important  is  it  to  ed- 
ucate the  citizen,  and  to  instruct  the  children  of  the  citizens  in  the 
arts  of  peace  and  the  principles  of  justice,  that  they  may  preserve 
the  one  and  administer  the  other. 

To  show  the  utility  of  a  system  of  free  education,  it  is  necessary  to 
point  to  those  states  which  have  such  systems  well  developed.  There, 
the  principle  is  fully  recognized  that  the  property  of  the  state  should 
educate  the  children  of  the  state.  And  truly  there  is  no  better  in-  \ 
vestment,  nor  in  any  way  can  such  security  be  given  to  property  as  \ 
by  the  education  of  the  masses,  The  truth  is  undeniable,  that  in  those 
neighborhoods  which  have  good  school  houses,  the  price  of  land  and 
the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  its  occupants  is  incomparably  greater 
than  in  those  districts  which  are  without  schools.  In  New  England, 
whose  soil  bears  no  comparison  with  our  vast  and  fertile  prairies,  by 
economy,  industry,  virtue,  intelligence,  and  great  enterprise,  the  val- 
ue of  property  has  been  enhanced  to  more  than  ten  times  what  it 
could  ever  have  been  worth  had  there  been  no  intellectual  or  moral 
expansion  beyond  what  is  commonly  met  with  in  frontier  life.  It  is 
the  common  schools  that  have  done  it,  more  than  any  other  agency. 
The  colleges  do  not  reach  the  masses,  and  the  private  or  select 
schools  are  almost  necessarily  partial  in  their  benefits.  To  make 
education  general,  you  must  make  tuition  free,  still,  however,  sus- 
taining the  schools,  in  some  measure,  out  of  the  property  of  the  coun- 
try, by  taxation.  Athens  was  never  so  glorious  as  when  Pericles  in- 
vited learned  men  from  abroad,  and  offered  to  all  the  people  a  free 
education.  The  effect  of  this  was  to  give  her  the  highest  degree  of 
refinement  at  home  and  of  renown  abroad.  A  taste  was  thereby  ' 
awakened  for  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  with  it  the  love  of  liberty. 
Then  arose  her  stately  temples  and  her  magnificent  houses,  her  tow- 
ering orators  and  her  profoundest  philosophers.  Then  floated  her 
ships  and  her  commerce  on  every  sea,  and  then  was  acquired  the  re- 
nown of  her  arms.  On  the  other  hand,  when  popular  education  was 
neglected  by  the  state,  and  ignorance  prevailed,  the  glory  of  Athens 
departed,  and  Greece  was  crushed  under  the  iron  heel  of  despotism. 

I  cannot  too  strongly  urge  the  importance  of  making  education 
free,  alike  to  the  rich  and  the  poor.  The  system  which  provides  for 
tlie  education^  only  of  the  poor  is  necessarily  unsuccessful.  It  has 
ever  been,  and  ever  will  be,  regarded  as  a  part  of  the  pauper  system; 
and  in  a  country  like  ours  few  will  consent  to  appear  on  the  pauper 
list. 

The  only  way  to  bring  in  the  children  of  the  poor  is  to  bring  them 
in  on  the  same  footing,  and  on  terms  of  equality  with  those  of  the  rich. 
Make  the  school-room  just  as  free  and  as  much  common  property  as 
our  public  highways,  or  the  air  we  breathe.  Let  the  poorest  child  feel 
that  he  has  just  as  much  right  to  be  there  as  has  the  child  of  the  mil- 
lionaire, and  that  the  only  distinction  known  is  that  of  merit,  and 
then  you  will  reach  the  poor,  while  no  injury  will  be  done  to  the  rich. 
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This  is,  in  fact,  the  only  plan  which  is  properly  in  keeping  with  our 
republican  institutions.  It  is  predicated  on  the  maxim,  that  "all  men 
are  born  free  and  equal;"  which  equality  is  preserved  until  destroyed 
by  the  varying  degrees  of  personal  merit.  It  commends  itself  to  our 
common  sense  of  justice,  and  must,  ultimately,  command  the  respect 
of  all  classes  of  the  people. 

But,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  it  presents  advantages  over  the 
private  school,  which  must  challenge  the  attention  of  the  wealthy  as 
well  as  the  poor.  A  committee  of  examination,  in  the  city  of  New 
York  in  1851,  reported  that  in  the  private  schools  of  the  city  the 
average  price  of  tuition  per  annum  was  $47  22  for  each  scholar,  be- 
sides the  expense  of  stationery,  books,  &c.,  while  in  the  free  schools 
the  average  expense,  including  tuition,  books,  stationery,  and  all  other 
necessary  expenses,  was  $6  87  a  year — less  than  one-sixth  the  cost 
of  the  private  schools.  It  is  estimated  that  the  cost  of  educating 
40,000  children  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  public  schools,  inclu- 
ding everything,  is  $274,794  59,  while  the  tuition  alone,  for  that  num- 
ber of  children,  in  private  schools,  would  cost  $1,602,200,  showing 
that,  by  a  universal  adoption  of  the  free  school  system,  there  would 
be,  in  that  number  of  children,  a  saving  to  the  city  of  $1,327,405  41, 
annually,  beside  the  amount  paid  for  books,  stationery,  and  other  in- 
cidental expenses,  of  what  it  would  cost  to  educate  in  the  private 
schools.  The  amount  thus  saved  to  the  city,  it  is  estimated,  would 
more  than  educate  all  tiie  children  of  the  state,  under  the  common 
school  system.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  examining  several  of  the  pub- 
lic schools  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  am  satisfied  that  no  better 
institutions  are  to  be  found  than  those  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Fouke 
and  Mr.  Dole.  I  found  there,  boys  but  eleven  years  old,  who  stood 
good  examinations  in  spelling,  reading,  writing,  geography,  the  ele- 
mentary principles  of  astronomy,  English  grammar,  arithmetic,  and  as 
far  as  equations  in  algebra. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  the  free  schools,  as  a 
Ljeneral  thing,  are  better  than  even  the  most  select  private  ones.  There 
are  more  people  interested  in  them,  and  there  is  a  public  spirit  at 
work  in  their  support.  Even  small  children  seem  to  realize  that 
through  the  schools  they  are  brought  into  connection  with  the  com- 
monwealth ;  they  appreciate  their  high  position,  and  they  are  proud 
to  honor  the  institution  which  has  elevated  them.  The  system  has 
met  with  general  approval  in  every  state  where  it  has  been  tried.  It 
was  first  suggested  at  an  early  period  in  the  history  of  Massachusetts, 
and  has  ever  been  found  better  than  private  schools.  At  this  time, 
\every  free  state,  except  one,  and  I  regret  to  say  that  one  is  Illinois, 
has  adopted  it.  Several  states  have  even  incorporated  in  their  con- 
stitutions provision  for  the  support  of  schools.  The  slave  states  are 
waking  upon  the  subject,  and  are  adopting  efficient  systems  of  com- 
mon school  education.  The  general  government  has  fully  recognized 
the  principle,  by  liberal  donations  of  lands  in  all  the  townships  of  the 
new  states,  for  free  education.  In  short,  the  free  school  system  may 
now  be  said  to  have  the  national  sanction,  and  is  looked  to  with  ad- 
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miration  from  the  Old  World,  many  states  of  which  have  even  adopt- 
ed it.    Surely,  surely,  our  state  will  no  longer  neglect  it ! 

The  plan  which  I  propose  is,  fi?'st  of  all,  to  simplify  our  school  law, 
so  that  it  may  be  understood  by  all.  The  prominent  feature  of  the 
system  which  I  have  thought  proper  to  recommend,  recognizing  the 
first  principle,  that  education  should  be  supported  by  a  tax  on  pro- 
perty, gives  to  every  child  of  the  state  a  right  to  be  educated,  and  to 
all  an  equal  right.  This  principle  of  equality  of  right  is  made  pro- 
minent. Its  development  necessarily  requires  that  the  proceeds  of| 
the  school  fund  be  so  distributed  as  to  afford  equal  facilities  to  all.' 
If  the  distribution  should  be  based  entirely  on  population,  it  would 
give  to  the  less  populous  counties  and  districts  a  comparatively  small 
amount  of  money,  while  at  the  same  time  there  is  but  little  difference  / 
between  the  expense  of  a  large  and  a  small  school  of  the  same  grade. 
In  the  country,  or  less  populous  districts,  the  property  would  have  to 
bear  much  heavier  taxation  for  the  support  of  the  schools,  while  in 
the  large  cities  and  thickly  settled  districts,  the  assessment  would  be 
far  less  ;  or,  if  the  taxation  were  uniform,  the  schools  then  would  be 
more  than  supported.  Either  the  first  principle  would  have  to  be 
abandoned,  or  the  property  in  some  districts  would  have  to  contribute 
from  fifty  to  one  hundred  per  cent,  more  than  in  others.  If  the  prin- 
ciple be  correct,  that  the  property  of  the  state  should  educate  the 
children  of  the  state,  on  account  of  the  security  and  additional  value 
which  education  gives  to  property,  and  the  permanency  and  security 
which  it  insures  to  our  civil,  social  and  religious  institutions,  there  is 
no  reason  why  the  burthen  should  not  be  equal.  If  large  cities  and 
populous  districts  pay  more,  or  receive  less  in  proportion  to  their  num- 
bers, they  also  receive  more  in  return  ;  for  the  vices  and  crimes  of 
cities  and  populous  districts  are  always  greater  than  those  of  sparsely 
settled  regions,  and  as  I  have  shown  that  the  tendency  of  education 
is  to  prevent  or  lessen  the  amount  of  crime,  it  follows  that  the  greatest 
or  most  dense  population  receives  the  greatest  good,  which  makes  the 
seeming  inequality  to  be,  in  fact,  nothing  other  than  sheer  justice. 
The  distribution  of  the  school  fund  should  be  made  on  precisely  the 
same  principle  on  which  funds  are  appropriated  for  the  support  of 
every  other  department  of  government,  so  as  effectually  to  accom- 
plish the  object  for  which  they  were  intended ;  and  there  is  no  reason 
why  the  school  funds  should  be  distributed  in  proportion  to  property 
and  population  that  might  not  equally  apply  to  the  disbursement  of  any 
other  funds  in  the  treasury. 

After  a  most  agitating  controversy  on  the  plan  of  distribution,  and 
after  the  experience  of  many  years,  the  state  of  New  York  settled 
down  on  the  principle  above  recommended,  and  which  is  embodied  in 
the  bill  accompanying  this  report.  The  cities  have  fully  acquiesced 
in  it,  consenting  that  their  benefits  are  greater  from  the  influence  of 
schools  than  are  those  of  the  country,  quite  in  proportion  to  the  greater 
amount  of  money  which  they  pay  by  taxation. 

The  plan  which  I  have  recommended  for  the  levying  and  distribu- 
tion of  the  tax  is  more  simple,  I  think,  than  that  of  any  other  state. 
It  proposes,  in  the  first  place,  to  collect  in  the  same  manner  and  at  the 
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^  same  time  as  our  state  and  county  revenue  are  collected,  a  sum  suffi- 
cient to  maintain  the  schools  for  the  proposed  number  of  months  in 
the  year.  The  amount  belonging  to  each  county,  instead  of  going 
into  the  state  treasury,  is  to  be  paid  on  the  order  of  the  state  auditor 
to  the  collectors  of  the  counties  in  favor  of  the  school  commissioners, 
who  distributes  among  the  districts  their  respective  shares  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty- 
one  years,  who  have  attended  school  for  the  previous  year.  If  this 
fund  should  prove  insufficient  to  support  the  schools  for  a  sufficient 
length  of  time,  the  board  of  education  has  the  power  to  levy  an  addi- 
tional tax  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  term.  The  board  has, 
also,  the  power  to  levy  an  additional  tax  for  the  establishment  of  schools 
of  a  higher  grade,  in  case  it  should  be  found  necessary.    It  is  made 

their  duty  to  provide  for  keeping  the  schools  open  for  at  least  

months  in  each  year,  in  default  of  which  they  are  to  forfeit  their  quota 
of  the  state  tax,  and  to  collect  by  taxation  whatever  amount  may  be 
necessary  for  the  purchase  of  school  sites,  building  of  houses,  furni- 
ture, fuel,  &c.'  The  process  for  levying  this  tax  is  equally  simple. 
The  board  estimates,  annually,  the  amount  necessary  for  school  pur- 
poses, and  reports  the  same  to  the  clerk  of  the  county  court,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  make  the  compilation  and  levy  on  the  property  of  the  dis- 
trict the  requisite  tax  to  be  collected,  which,  when  collected,  shall  be 
paid  to  the  township  treasurer.  The  bill  provides  that  the  rate  of  tax- 
ation for  any  year  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  prescribed  by  law. 

The  system  insures  to  all  an  opportunity  of  being  instructed  in  the  . 
elementary  branches  ;  yet,  as  it  is  possible  for  a  district  not  to  be 
able,  even  with  its  share  of  the  school  fund,  to  have  schools  of  a  higher 
grade,  the  bill  provides  that  the  board  may  transfer  pupils  to  any  high 
school,  academy,  or  college,  in  the  county  or  state,  allowing  him  the ' 

.-^""amount  of  money  appropriated  to  each  student  at  home  ;  thus  not  only 
giving  encouragement  to  those  who  aspire  to  a  higher  education,  but 
also  promoting  and  encouraging  the  colleges  and  other  higher  institu- 
tions of  learning. 

In  some  districts  this  would  be  less  expensive  than  the  establish- 
ment of  high  schools,  nor  would  any  material  injury  thereby  be  done 
to  the  district  schools,  as  no  pupil  would  be  allowed  more  than  his 
proportion  of  the  fund,  nor  could  any  one  be  thus  transferred  but  by 
consent  of  the  township  board  of  education.  It  may  be  questioner 
whether,  in  this  way,  a  greater  number  of  young  men  might  not  ob- 
tain the  advantages  of  a  collegiate  education  with  the  same  money 
than  by  building  a  state  university.  Under  this  arrangement  no  pre- 
ference will  be  given  by  the  state  to  any  one  college,  but  the  pupil  be 
allowed  to  make  his  own  selection.  In  this  way  it  is  confidently  be- 
lieved that  many  young  men  may  be  induced  to  prepare  themselves 
for  college  who  would  never,  without  such  provision,  have  aspired  to 
it.  I  have  already  had  assurances  from  some  of  the  colleges  that  they 
would  receive  pupils  thus  transferred,  and  grant  them  all  the  benefits 
of  the  college  for  the  same  price  an  education  in  the  high  schools  would 
cost  them.  The  only  objection  to  it  that  presents  itself  is,  that  it  would 
take  from  the  district  a  part  of  the  means  of  sustaining  its  schools,  and 
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this  is  answered  by  the  fact  that  it  is  wholly  discretionary  with  the 
board  to  say  whether  he  shall  be  transferred  or  not. 

The  bill  also  provides  for  an  efficient  supervision  of  the  schools. — 
No  school  system,  however  perfect  it  may  be,  can  ever  succeed  with- 
out this.  Well  qualified  teachers  may,  indeed,  accomplish  much,  but 
there  must  be  a  general  supervisor.  It  is  proposed  to  give  this  super- 
vision to  the  board  and  the  township  treasurer,  and  to  require  the 
county  superintendent  to  visit  the  several  schools  of  his  county,  to  note 
the  course  and  method  of  instruction,  and  to  see  that  each  school  shall 
be  equal  to  the  grade  for  which  it  was  established,  and  that  there  be 
uniformity,  as  far  as  possible,  in  the  course  of  studies  pursued.  And 
with  the  view  of  increasing  an  interest  in  the  subject  of  education,  it 
is  proposed  to  have  a  biennial  county  convention,  composed  of  the 
township  boards  of  the  county.  This  convention  shall  select  a  presi- 
dent, who  shall  discharge  the  duties  of  school  commissioner,  and  be 
ex  officio  superintendent  of  schools  in  the  county.  He  shall  exercise, 
under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  conven- 
tion, a  general  supervision  over  officers  and  the  schools,  decide  in  dif- 
ferences between  different  boards,  or  their  officers,  examine  all  the  ac- 
counts and  reports  on  the  subject  of  schools,  and  confer  with  the  boards 
on  the  subject  of  their  duties,  the  best  models  of  school  houses,  and  on 
the  subject  of  school  discipline,  &c.  Besides  awakening  a  general  in- 
terest in  the  subject  in  every  portion  of  the  county,  this  cannot  fail 
to  secure  a  united  effort  in  the  boards  of  education  and  the  officers  and 
teachers  of  each  county,  to  perfect  the  system  of  organization  in  all 
the  schools.  In  these  meetings  the  modes  of  instruction,  school  gov- 
ernment, the  best  plan  for  securing  good  teachers,  and  the  general  ex- 
perience of  teachers  and  of  boards,  will  be  compared,  discussed  and 
decided  upon  according  to  the  wisdom  of  these  bodies.  If  the  schooli 
in  some  townships  shall  be  better  than  in  others,  the  cause  will,  by  such 
discussions,  be  made  apparent,  and  the  remedy  applied  to  the  inferior 
ones.  If  necessary,  a  few  pupils  might  be  selected  from  the  schools 
and  introduced  into  these  conventions  for  examination,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  the  mode  of  instruction  in  different  schools. 

To  these  conventions  will  be  committed  the  power  of  increasing  tike 
compensation  of  the  county  superintendent  and  the  organizing  of  teach- 
ers' institutes,  the  importance  of  which  cannot  be  too  highly  estima- 
ted when  properly  conducted.  Being  a  kind  of  normal  school,  they 
would  afford  facilities  for  ascertaining  the  qualifications  of  teachers, 
and  for  the  harmonizing  the  various  modes  of  instruction,  and  finally, 
establishing  uniformity  in  all  the  schools.  They  will  add,  also,  to  the 
importance  and  respectability  of  teachers,  and  thus  contribute,  in  a 
great  degree,  to  elevate  it  to  a  position  among  the  learned  professions, 
just  as  the  establishment  of  schools  of  law,  medicine  and  theology  have 
elevated  those  professions  from  the  character  of  pettifogger,  quack 
and  ranter,  to  positions  of  respectability. 

It  is  proposed  to  entrust  the  entire  jurisdiction  of  the  system,  to  a 
township  board  of  education.  Under  the  present  system  the  number 
of  directors  and  trustees  in  each  township  is  so  great  as  effectually  to 
to  defeat  the  objects,  and  to  prevent  anything  like  an  effective  super- 
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vision,  without  which  no  schools  can  prosper.  By  committing  the  en- 
tire jurisdiction  to  one  board,  not  only  will  there  be  secured  a  general 
and  effective  supervision,  but  what  is  scarcely  less  important,  a  lau- 
dable emulation  will  be  encouraged  among  the  scliools,  while  unifor- 
mity in  the  mode  of  instruction,  discipline  and  police  will  gradually 
obtain  over  the  entire  state. 

The  late  act  of  the  legislature  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  superinten- 
dent of  public  instruction  to  recommend  uniformity  in  school  books, 
and  there  is  one  provision  which  authorizes  him  to  make  such  rules 
and  regulations  as  will  tend  to  carry  out  the  intention  of  the  law,  in 
in  its  full  spirit  and  import.  In  nearly  all  the  older  states,  and  in  most 
the  cities  of  this  state,  the  power  is  entrusted  to  the  boards  of  educa- 
tion of  the  respective  schools,  to  require  uniformity  for  stated  periods, 
and  I  cannot  see  why  the  country  districts  should  not  have  equal  se- 
curity against  the  vexatious  expense  arising  from  the  unceasing  chan- 
ges of  books.  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  law,  I  have 
recommended  a  series  of  books  for  the  use  of  the  schools  of  the  state. 
I  have  made  contracts  with  publishers  to  furnish  the  books  to  Illinois 
dealers  at  their  lowest  wholesale  prices,  and  for  this  patronage  they 
engage  to  pay  to  the  state  superintendent  of  public  instruction  a  large 
bonus  on  the  number  used  in  the  state,  which  bonus  will  be  applied  in 
such  manner  as  the  legislature  may  direct,  to  the  advancement  of  the 
cause  of  education.  This  arrangement  will  secure  the  books  on  as  good 
terms  as  they  are  furnished  to  other  states,  and  will,  in  my  opinion,  be 
sufficient  to  establish  a  state  normal  school,  in  which  may  be  educated 
and  trained  to  the  art  and  practice  of  teaching,  three  times  as  many 
young  men  and  women  as  are  provided  for  in  the  state  normal  schools 
erf  New  York.  Besides  this,  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  after  the  first 
year  a  surplus  will  be  left  of  tiiis  bonus  sufficient  to  establish  branches, 
and  to  organize  and  support  a  large  number  of  teachers'  institutes  in 
different  parts  of  the  state.  The  contracts  which  I  have  made  are, 
however,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  legislature.  By  these  contracts 
the  publishers  have  agreed  not  to  charge  higher  than  the  prices  named 
for  each  book.  As  no  other  state  has  offered  them  the  same  induce- 
ments, and  as  they  could  not  discriminate  between  their  customers 
from  the  several  states,  they  have  agreed  to  pay  this  bonus  to  the  state, 
and  to  furnish  the  books,  so  that  the  pupils  in  Illinois  may  not  only  be 
supplied  at  as  low  a  price  as  they  have  heretofore  paid,  but  a^  low  as 
tlie  price  to  be  paid  by  the  pupils  in  other  states.  The  plan,  therefore, 
instead  of  levying  a  contribution  on  the  scholar  in  the  form  of  a  tax  on 
the  books,  protects  him  against  the  danger  of  enhancement  in  the  price, 
and  allows  to  him  the  benefit  of  any  reduction  in  prices  to  other  states, 
and  may  be  returned  to  him  by  aflx)rding  facilities  for  acquiring,  at  a 
less  price,  an  education  in  the  common  schools. 

I  cannot  too  strongly  urge  the  importance  of  a  state  normal  school, 
the  object  of  which  will  be  to  elevate  the  profession  of  a  teacher,  and 
place  it  on  a  level  with  the  other  learned  professions.  For  all  the 
ojJher  professions,  arts  and  trad^,  schools  have  been  established.  Then 
why  should  the  teaching  profession,  one  of  the  most  important  of  them 
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all,  be  neglected?  In  this  normal  school  I  propose  to  provide  for  a 
practical  education,  in  which  shall  be  included  not  only  what  is  com- 
monly embraced  in  the  common  school  course,  but  a  practical  know- 
ledge of  the  sciences  in  their  application  to  the  ordinary  pursuits  of 
life.  It  is  not  intended  to  have  prosecuted  in  this  institution  the  va- 
rious branches  of  manufactures  and  the  mechanic  arts,  nor  agriculture, 
except  so  far  as  may  be  necessarj  to  teach  agricultural  chemistry  and^ 
vegetable  physiology.  I^pnly  jjrovide  for  instruction  in  the  sciences, 
so  far  as  they  can  be  taught  by  the  study  of  the  best  text  books,  lec- 
tures, and  experiments  with  an  apparatus  for  illustrating  the  most  im- 
portant points  of  each  science. 

Such  an  institution  should  be  located  on  a  tract  of  land  large  enough 
for  a  fair  application  of  the  science  of  agricultural  chemistry  and 
vegetable  physiology,  and  also,  for  a  botanical  garden.  Such  an  in- 
stitution, under  the  direction  of  a  well  qualified  superintendent,  would 
not  only  send  forth  a  host  of  able  and  efficient  teachers  for  our  com- 
mon schools,  but  would  send  forth  a  flood  of  light  to  the  people,  and 
produce  the  most  happy  results  in  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  life.  To 
this  school  vast  numbers  of  pupils  might  be  transferred  by  the  various 
township  boards,  where  their  education  would  be  as  well  perfected  as 
in  the  best  of  colleges,  and  where  they  would  be  eminently  and  es- 
pecially fitted  for  the  noblest  of  professions — that  of  teachers  of 
youth. 

It  is  deemed  a  matter  of  importance  that  all  our  common  schools 
be  supplied  as  early  as  practicable  with  a  standard  authority  of  our 
language,  to  which  both  pupil  and  teacher  can  refer  for  the  proper  use 
and  meaning  of  words,  and  for  their  orthography  and  pronunciation. 
Our  youth  should  be  taught  in  all  our  schools  the  correct  use  of  the 
English  language.  Great  care  should  be  taken  to  eradicate  provin- 
cialism, and  to  procure  that  purity  and  uniformity  of  language  so  much 
to  be  desired.  It  will  operate  as  a  bond  of  national  brotherhood  to 
the  countless  thousands  who  seek  among  us  a  common  country,  a  com- 
mon language,  and  a  common  destiny.  A  purchase,  by  legislative  au- 
thority, is  therefore  recommended,  of  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  of 
Webster's  American  Dictionary  of  the  English  language,  unabridged,/ 
to  supply  each  district  in  the  state  with  a  copy.  This  great  work  is 
the  acknowledged  standard  wherever  the  English  tongue  is  heard,  and 
is  the  only  dictionary  adapted  to  the  present  state  of  science  and  lite- 
rature. It  is  equally  indispensable  that  each  pupil  should  have  a  copy 
of  a  school  abridgment  of  the  same  work.  The  primary  school,  the 
high  school,  the  academy  and  the  university  editions  form  a  complete 
series  of  standard  dictionaries,  having  the  same  general  merits  that 
the  large  work  contains.  For  the  purpose  of  securing  uniformity  in 
the  use  of  language  as  well  as  in  orthography  and  pronunciation,  I 
would  therefore  recommend  Webster's  School  Dictionaries  for  class- 
books  in  all  our  common  schools  ;  and  that  a  sufficient  sum  be  set 
apart  for  the  purchase  by  the  state  of  a  copy  of  the  unabridged  dic- 
tionary for  each  of  the  school  districts  of  the  state. 
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Thus  have  I  set  forth  to  your  excellency  the  result  of  my  official 
labors,  thus  far.    Trusting  that  it  may  be  acceptable  to  your  excel-  * 
lency  and  to  the  legislature  of  the  state, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

NINIAN  W.  EDWARDS, 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
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Woodford, 

Cities. 

Chicago, 
Quincy, 
Springfield, 
Alton, 

AN  ACT 

TO  ESTABLISH  AND  MAINTAIN  A  SYSTEM  OF  FREE  SCHOOLS. 


STATE  SUPERINTEJNDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION— /f/s  Elec- 
tion and  Duties. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  represented  in 
'he  General  Assembly^  That  at  the  general  election  to  be  held  on  Tuesday  after 
the  first  Monday  of  November,  A.  D.  1856,  and  biennually  thereafter,  there 
shall  be  elected,  by  the  legal  voters  of  this  state,  a  state  superintendent  of 
public  instruction,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  two  years,  and  until  his  succes- 
sor is  duly  elected  and  qualified. 

§  2.  Before  entering  upon  his  duties  he  shall  take  and  subscribe  the  usual 
oath  of  office,  and  shall  also  execute  a  bond  in  the  penalty  of  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars,  payable  to  the  state  of  Illinois,  with  sureties  to  be  approved  by 
ihe  governor,  conditioned  for  the  prompt  discharge  of  his  duties  as  superinten- 
dent of  public  instruction,  and  for  the  faithful  application  and  disposition^ 
according  to  law,  of  all  school  moneys  that  may  como  into  his  hands,  by  virtue 
L)f  his  office ;  said  bond  and  oath  shall,  be  deposited  with  the  secretary  of  state, 
and  an  action  may  be  maintained  thereon  by  the  state,  at  any  time,  for  a  breach 
of  the  conditions  thereof. 

§  3.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  keep  an  office  at  the  seat  of  government  of  tlie 
state,  and  to  file  all  papers,  reports  and  public  documents  transmitted  to  him  by 
Lh5  school  officers  of  the  several  counties,  each  year  separately,  and  to  keep 
and  preserve  all  other  public  documents,  books  and  papers,  relative  to  schools, 
3oming  into  his  hands,  as  state  superintendent,  and  to  hold  the  same  in  readi- 
Qess  to  be  exhibited  to  the  governor,  or  to  any  committee  of  either  house  of  the 
general  assembly,  and  shall  keep  a  fair  record  of  all  matters  pertaining  to  the 
business  of  his  office. 

§  4.  He  shall,  without  delay,  pay  over  all  sums  of  money  which  may  come 
into  his  hands  by  virtue  of  his  office,  to  the  officer  or  persons  entitled  to  receive 
the  same,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

§  5.  He  shall  counsel  and  advise,  in  such  manner  as  he  may  deem  moil 
idvis:ble,  with  experienced  and  practical  school  teachers,  as  to  the  best  man- 
ner of  conducting  common  schools,  and  as  to  the  most  approved  text  books, 
maps,  charts,  apparatus,  &c.,  to  be  used  in  common  schools. 

§  6.  Said  superintendent  shall  have  the  supervision  of  all  the  common 
md  public  schools  in  the  state,  and  shall  be  the  general  adviser  and  assistant 
if  school  commissioners  in  the  state  ;  he  shall,  from  time  to  time,  as  he  shall 
leem  for  the  interest  of  schools,  address  circular  letters  to  said  commissioners, 
giving  advice  as  to  the  best  manner  of  conducting  schools,  constructins"  school 
louses,  furnishing  the  same,  and  procuring  competent  teachers ;  he  shall 
•ecommend  the  most  approved  text  books,  maps,  charts  and  apparatus,  and 
-hall  require  uniformity  in  the  use  of  the  same,  as  well  as  in  the  manner  of 
conducting  schools  throughout  the  state,  and  shall  reduce  to  a  system  of  prac- 
ical  operation  the  means  of  supporting  fr.ee  schools  throughout  the  state. 
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§  7.  He  shall  visit  every  county  in  the  state  at  least  once  during  his  term 
of  office,  confer  freely  with  the  school  officers  as  to  the  manner  of  conduc- 
ling  schools,  and  shall  deliver  a  public  lecture  to  the  teachers  and  people  of 
each  county,  on  the  subject  of  education,  if  deemed  practicable,  and  perform 
generally  such  duties  as  may  tend  to  advance  the  interest  of  education. 

§  8.  Said  state  superintendent  shall,  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  December  of 
every  year  preceding  that  in  which  shall  be  holden  a  regular  session  of  the 
general  assembly,  report  to  the  governor  the  condition  of  schools  in  the  several 
counties  of  the  state,  the  whole  number  of  schools  which  have  been  taught  in 
each  county  in  each  of  the  preceding  years,  commencing  on  the  first  Monday 
of  September;  what  part  of  said  number  have  been  taught  by  males  exclu- 
sively ;  what  part  by  females  exclusively  ;  what  part  of  said  whole  number 
have  been  taught  by  males  and  females  at  the  same  time  ;  and  what  part  by 
males  and  females  at  difi^erent  periods  ;  the  number  of  scholars  in  attendance  at 
said  schools  ;  the  number  of  white  persons,  in  each  county,  under  twenty- one 
years  of  age  ;  the  amount  of  township  and  county  fund  ;  the  amount  of  the 
interest  of  the  state  or  common  school  fund,  and  of  the  interest  of  the  township 
and  of  the  county  fund  annually  paid  out ;  the  amount  raised  by  an  ad  valorem 
tax  ;  the  whole  amount  annually  expended  for  schools  ;  the  number  of  school 
houses,  their  kind  and  condition;  the  number  of  townships  and  parts  of  town- 
ships in  each  county;  the  number  and  description  of  books  and  apparatus  pur- 
chased for  tlie  use  of  schools  and  school  libraries,  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  the  prices  paid  for  the  same,  and  total  amount  purchased,  and  what  quantity 
and  how  distributed  ;  and  the  number  and  condition  of  the  libraries,  together 
with  such  other  information  and  suggestions  as  he  may  deem  important  in  rela- 
tion to  the  school  laws,  schools,  and  the  means  of  promoting  education  through- 
out the  state ;  which  report  shall  be  laid  before  the  general  assembly,  at  each 
regular  session. 

§  9.  The  said  state  superintendent  of  public  instruction  shall  make  such  rules 
and  rec^ulations  as  he  may  think  necessary  and  expedient  to  carry  into  full 
effect  the  ))rovisions  of  this  act,  and  of  all  the  laws  which  now  are  or  may  here 
after  be  in  force  for  establishing  and  maintaining  schools  in  this  state,  which 
rules  and  regulations  shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect  as  though  contained 
herein  ;  and  the  said  superintendent  shall  have  power,  and  it  shall  be  his  duty  , 
to  explain  and  interpret,  and  determine,  to  all  school  commissioners,  directors, 
township  and  otlier  school  officers,  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  and 
their  se\eral  duties  enjoined  thereby,  and  his  decision  shall  be  final,  unles:- 
otherwise  directed  by  the  legislature. 

§  10.    The  said  state  superintendent  shall  have  power  to  appoint  a  deputy, 

who  shall  receive  annually  the  sum  of  hundred  dollars,  to  be  audited 

and  paid  quarterly  as  the  salaries  of  other  state  officers  are,  and  who  shall  per- 
form all  the  duties  of  the  said  state  superintendent,  in  case  of  his  absence  or 
vacancy  in  office. 

§  li.  The  said  state  superintendent  shall  have  power  to  direct  and  cause 
the  school  commissioner  of  any  county,  directors  or  board  of  education,  or 
township  treasurer  of  any  township,  or  other  school  officer,  to  withhold  from 
any  officer,  or  township,  or  teacher,  any  part  of  the  common  school,  or  township, 
or  other  school  fund,  until  such  officer,  township,  or  teacher,  shall  have  com- 
plied with  all  the  provisions  of  this  act  relating  to  his,  her,  or  their  duties,  and 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  state  superintendent  may  prescribe  ;  and  the 
said  state  superintendent  may  forbid  the  payment,  of  any  part  of  the  commoii 
school,  township,  county,  or  other  school  fund,  to  any  district  in  which  the 
school  or  schools  have  not  been  kept  according  to  law,  or  in  which  no  school 
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has  been  kept  for  six  months  during  the  year  next  preceding  the  demand  for 
payment. 

§  12,  And  the  said  state  superintendent  shall  receive  annually  the  sum  of 
fifteen  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  quarterly,  as  a  salary  for  the  services 
required  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  any  other  law  that  may  be 
passed,  and  also  for  all  necessary  contingent  expenses,  for  books,  postage,  and 
stationery  pertaining  to  his  office,  to  be  audited  and  paid  by  the  state,  as  the 
salaries  and  contingent  expenses  of  other  officers  are. 

SCHOOL  COMMISSIONERS— TAezV  Election  and  Duties. 

§  13.  That  there  shall  be  chosen,  by  the  directors  of  the  boards  of  educa- 
tion of  each  county  in  this  state,  in  the  manner  hereafter  directed,  an  officer  to 
be  called  the  school  commissioner,  who  shall  be  superintendent  of  schools  for 
the  county,  and  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  two  years,  and  until  his  successor 
is  chosen  and  qualified.  He  shall,  before  entering  upon  his  duties,  take  an  oath 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties.  He  shall,  before  entering  upon  his 
duties,  execute  a  bond,  payable  to  the  state  of  Illinois,  with  two  or  more  respon- 
iible  freeholders  as  security,  to  be  approved  by  the  county  court,  in  a  penalty 
of  not  less  than  twelve  thousand  dollars,  to  be  increased  at  the  discretion  of 
said  court,  in  proportion  to  his  responsibilities,  conditioned  that  he  will  faith- 
fully perform  all  the  duties  of  school  commissioner  of  said  county,  according  to 
the  laws  which  are  or  may  be  in  force  ;  by  which  bond  the  obligors  shall  be 
bound  jointly  and  severally,  and  upon  which  an  action,  or  actions,  may  be 
maintained  by  the  board  of  education  of  the  proper  township,  for  the  use  of  any 
township  or  fund  injured  by  any  breach  thereof  5  and  joint  action  may  be  had 
for  two  or  more  funds. 

§  14.  The  bond  required  in  the  foregoing  section  shall  be  in  the  following 
form,  viz : 

State  of  Illinois^  > 
 County.  I 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  A  B,  C  D,  and  E  F,  are  held 
and  firmly  bound,  jointly  and  severally,  unto  the  people  of  the  state  of  Illinois, 
in  the  penal  sum  of  dollars,  to  the  payment  of  which  we  bind  our- 
selves, our  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  firmly  by  these  presents.  In 
witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals,  this   day  of 

 ,  A.  D.*184  . 

The  condition  of  the  above  obligation  Jis  such,  that  if  the  above  boiinden  A  B, 
school  commissioner  of  the  county  aforesaid,  shall  faithfully  discharge  all  the 
duties  of  said  office  according  to  the  laws  which  now  are,  or  may  hereafter  be 
in  force,  and  shall  deliver  over  to  his  successor  in  office,  all  moneys,  books, 
papers,  and  property  in  his  hands,  as  such  school  commissioner,  then  this  obli- 
gation to  be  void  5  otherwise  to  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

A  B  ,  [seal.] 

C  D  ,  [seal.] 

E  F  ,  [seal.] 

And  which  bond  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  county  court. 

§  15.  The  school  commissioner  shall  attend  to  the  collection  of  all  demands 
in  favor  of  the  several  townships  of  his  county,  to  settling  the  accounts  of  the 
boards  of  education  and  township  treasurer,  and,  when  necessary,  to  the  pros- 
ecution of  suits  for  the  recovery  of  demands  in  favor  of  townships  ;  and  all 
moneys  collected  shall  be  applied  as  required  by  law. 
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§  16.  The  said  commissioner  shall  be  liable  to  removal  by  the  county  court, 
for  any  palpable  violation  of  law,  or  omission  of  duty  :  and  if  a  majority  of  said 
court  shall  at  any  time  be  satisfied  that  his  bond  is  insufficient,  it  shall  be  his 
duty,  on  notice,  to  execute  anew  bond,  to  be  payable,  conditioned  and  approved 
as  the  first  bond  ;  the  execution  of  which  shall  not  affect  the  old  bond,  or  the 
liability  of  the  security  thereon. 

§  17.  The  said  commissioner  shall  provide  three  well  bound  books,  to  be 
known  and  designated  by  the  letters  A,  B,  C,  for  the  following  purposes  :  In 
book  A,  he  shall  record  at  length  all  petitions  presented  to  him  for  the  sale  of 
common  school  lands,  and  the  plats  and  certificates  of  valuation  made  by  or 
under  the  direction  of  the  trustees  of  schools,  and  the  affidavits  in  relation  to 
the  same.  In  book  B  he  shall  keep  an  account  of  all  sales  of  common  school 
lands  J  which  account  shall  contain  the  date  of  sale,  name  of  purchaser,  des- 
cription of  lands  sold,  and  the  sum  sold  for.  In  book  C  he  shall  keep  a  regu- 
lar account  of  all  moneys  received  for  lands  sold,  or  otherwise,  and  loaned  or 
paid  out ;  the  person  of  whom  received,  and  on  what  account,  and  showing 
whether  it  is  principle  or  interest ;  the  person  to  whom  loaned,  the  time  for 
which  the  loan  was  made,  the  rate  of  interest,  the  names  of  the  securities, 
when  personal  security  is  taken,  or  if  real  estate  be  taken  as  security,  a  des- 
cription of  said  real  estate,  or  if  paid  out,  to  whom,  when,  and  on  what  account, 
and  the  amount  paid  out ;  the  list  of  sales,  and  the  accounts  of  each  township 
fund  to  be  kept  separate.  Said  books  shall  be  paid  for  out  of  the  county  treas- 
ury of  the  counties  in  which  they  are  used. 

§  18.  Whenever  the  bond  of  the  township  treasurer,  approved  by  the  board 
of  education,  as  required  by  law,  shall  be  delivered  by  the  directors  of  said 
board,  or  either  of  them,  to  the  school  commissioner,  he  shall  receive  and  file 
the  same  with  the  papers  of  his  office.  He  shall  then,  on  demand,  deliver  to 
said  township  treasurer,  who  shall  receipt  therefor,  all  moneys  in  his  hands 
belonging  to  said  township  ;  also,  all  bonds,  mortgages,  notes,  and  securities  of 
every  description,  for  money  or  property  due  or  to  become  due  the  township, 
and  all  papers  of  every  description,  belonging  or  in  anywise  pertaining  to  the 
rights  or  interests  of  said  township  ;  and  the  receipt  of  said  treasurer  to  the 
school  commissioner  shall  be  carefully  preserved,  and  shall  be  evidence  of  the 
facts  therein  stated,  as  well  in  favor  of  the  school  commissioner  as  against  the 
township  treasurer. 

§  19.  Upon  the  receipt  of  the  amount  due  upon  the  auditor's  warrant,  as 
provided  in  section  seventy-three  hereof,  the  school  commissioner  shall  appor- 
tion said  amount,  (except  the  amount  allowed  said  commissioner,  as  provided  for 
in  section  eighty-three  hereof,  and  such  amounts  as  may  be  paid  out  on  the 
orders  of  the  county  convention,  as  authorized  by  this  act,)  to  the  several 
townships  and  fractional  townships  in  his  county,  according  to  the  number  of 
white  children  under  twenty-one  years  of  age,  returned  to  him,  (as  provided 
for  in  section  thirty-eight  hereof,)  and  in  which  townships  or  parts  of  town- 
ships schools  have  been  kept  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and 
with  the  instructions  of  the  state  and  county  superintendents,  and  shall  pay  over 
the  distributive  share  belonging  to  each  township  and  fractional  township,  as 
aforesaid,  to  the  respective  township  treasurers,  or  other  authorized  persons, 
annually.  When  there  is  a  county  fund  in  the  hands  of  any  school  commis- 
sioner, it  shall  be  loaned,  and  the  interest  applied  as  provided  in  this  section 
with  respect  to  the  interest  on  the  state  fund. 

§  20.  The  school  commissioner  shall,  also,  on  or  before  the  second  Mon- 
day of  November  before  each  regular  session  of  the  general  assembly,  or  annu- 
ally, if  so  required  to  do  by  the  state  superintendent,  communicate  to  said  stat€ 
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superintendent  all  such  information  and  statistics  upon  the  subject  of  schools 
in  the  county  as  the  said  state  superintendent  is  bound  to  embody  in  his 
report  to  the  governor,  (as  provided  for  in  section  eight  hereof,)  and  such  other 
information  as  the  state  superintendent  shall  require ;  and  the  said  school  com- 
missioner shall  also  communicate  the  aforesaid  information  and  statistics  to  the 
county  convention  of  his  county,  at  its  biennial  meetings,  and  at  such  other 
meetings  as  said  convention  may  require. 

§  21.  The  school  commissioner,  upon  his  removal  or  resignation,  or  at  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  (or  in  case  of  his  death,  his  representatives,) 
shall  deliver  over  to  his  successor  in  office,  on  demand,  all  moneys,  books, 
papers,  and  personal  property,  belonging  to  the  office,  or  subject  to  the  control 
or  disposition  of  the  school  commissioner. 

§  22.  The  school  commissioner  may  loan  any  money,  not  interest,  belong- 
ing to  the  county  fund,  or  to  any  township  fund,  before  the  same  is  called  for 
according  to  law  by  the  township  treasurer,  at  the  same  rate  of  interest,  upon 
the  same  security  and  for  the  same  length  of  time  as  is  provided  by  this  act  in 
relation  to  the  township  treasurers  ;  and  notes  and  mortgages  taken  in  the  name 
of  the  ^'school  commissioner"  of  the  proper  county  shall  be,  and  all  loans 
heretofore  made  in  the  name  of  "school  commissioners,"  or  "trustees  of 
schools,"  are  hereby  declared  to  be  as  valid  as  if  taken  in  the  name  of  "th« 
board  of  education"  of  the  proper  township,  and  suits  may  be  brought  in  the 
name  of  "school  commissioners,"  on  all  notes  and  mortgages  heretofore  or 
hereafter  made  payable  to  school  commissioners. 

§  23.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  school  commissioner  to  visit,  as  often  as 
practicable,  the  several  schools  of  his  county,  and  to  note  the  common  method 
of  instruction  and  branches  taught,  and  give  such  directions  in  the  art  of  teach- 
ing, and  the  method  thereof,  in  each  school,  as  to  him,  together  with  the  direct- 
ors, shall  be  deemed  expedient  and  necessary,  so  that  each  school  shall  be  equal 
to  the  grade  for  which  it  was  established,  and  that  there  may  be,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, uniformity  in  the  course  of  studies  in  the  schools  of  the  several  grades 
»*espectively,  and  shall  carry  out  the  advice  and  instructions  of  the  state  su- 
perintendent. 

§  24.  In  all  cases  where  the  township  board  of  education  of  any  township 
shall  fail  to  prepare  and  forward,  or  cause  to  be  prepared  and  forwarded,  to  the 
school  commissioner,  the  information  and  statistics  required  of  them  in  section 
thirty-eight  (38)  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  school  commissioner 
to  employ  a  competent  person  to  take  the  enumeration,  and  furnish  said  statis- 
tical statement,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  the  commissioner  ;  and  said  person  so 
employed  shall  have  free  access  to  the  books  and  papers  of  said  township,  to 
enable  him  to  make  such  statement ;  and  the  township  treasurer,  or  other  officer 
or  person  in  whose  custody  such  books  and  papers  may  be,  shall  permit  said 
person  to  examine  such  books  and  papers,  at  such  times  and  places  as  such 
person  may  desire,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  j  and  the  said  school  commis- 
sioners shall  allow,  and  pay,  to  the  person  so  employed  by  him,  for  his  servi- 
ces, such  amount  as  he  may  judge  reasonable,  out  of  any  money  which  is  or 
may  come  into  said  commissioner's  hands,  apportioned  as  the  share  of  or 
belonging  to  such  township  j  and  the  said  school  commissioner  shall  proceed 
to  recover  and  collect  the  amount  so  allowed  or  paid  for  such  services,  in  a 
civil  action  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  county,  or  before  any  court 
having  jurisdiction,  in  the  name  of  the  state  of  Illinois,  of  and  against  the  di- 
rectors of  the  board  of  education  of  said  township,  in  their  individual  capacity, 
and  in  such  suit  or  suits  the  said  school  commissioner  and  township  treasurer 
shall  be  competent  witnesses  j  and  the  money  so  recovered,  when  collected, 
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shall  be  paid  over  to  the  school  commissioner,  for  the  benefit  of  said  township, 
to  replace  the  money  taken  as  aforesaid. 

§  25.  When  any  real  estate  shall  have  been  taken  for  debts  due  to  any 
school  fund,  the  title  to  which  real  estate  has  become  vested  in  any  school  com- 
missioner, or  trustees  of  schools,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  two  or  more 
townships,  the  school  commissioner  may  re-sell  such  real  estate  for  the  benefit 
of  said  townships,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  regulating  the  sale  of  the 
common  school  lands ;  and  the  said  commissioner  is  hereby  authorized  to  exe- 
cute conveyances  to  purchasers ;  and  said  commissioner  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
tain the  same  per  centage  on  the  amount  of  such  sale,  out  of  the  assets  there- 
of as  he  is  entitled  to  for  selling  common  school  lands. 

TOWNSHIP  BOARDS  OF  EDUCATION— TAeir  Election,  Powers  and 

Duties, 

§  26.  Each  congressional  township,  as  surveyed  and  laid  ofi'  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  is  hereby  established  a  township  for  school  pur- 
poses. The  business  of  the  township  shall  be  done  by  five  directors,  to  be 
elected  by  the  legal  voters  of  the  township ;  and  the  said  township,  upon  the 
election  of  said  directors,  as  hereinafter  provided  for,  shall  be  a  body  corporate 
and  politic,  by  the  name  and  style  of  "The  Board  of  Education,"  of  township 

 ,  and  range  ,  in  the  county  of  — ;  and  the  said  township  board 

of  education,  and  their  successors  in  office,  shall  be  a  body  politic  and  corporate 
in  law,  and  as  such  may  contract  and  be  contracted  with,  sue  and  be  sued, 
plead  and  be  impleaded,  in  any  court  of  law  or  equity  in  this  state,  having  ju- 
risdiction, or  before  any  magistrate  having  jurisdiction.  Said  directors  of  the 
board  of  education  shall  continue  in  office  two  years  and  until  their  successors 
are  elected  and  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  offices  :  Provided,  any  director 
may  be  removed  from  office  for  wilful  negligence  or  improper  conduct,  by  a 
vote  of  four-fifths  of  the  members  of  the  board,  and  said  vacancy  shall  be  filled 
as  in  case  of  other  vacancies,  and  the  office  of  any  director  shall  become  va- 
cant by  his  resignation,  removal  from  the  township,  or  by  his  refusing  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  his  office.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  ol  a  di- 
rector unless  he  shall  be  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  a  resident  of  the  town- 
ship. 

§  27.    The  election  of  directors  of  the  board  of  education  shall  be  on  the 

'  '  Saturday  of  ,  biennially,  but  in  townships  not  organized,  or  where 

there  are  no  trustees  of  schools,  or  where,  from  some  cause,  no  election  shall 
have  been  had  on  the  day  aforesaid,  or  at  the  subsequent  day  of  adjournment, 
as  provided  for  in  this  section,  the  election  of  director  may  be  held  on  any  Sat- 
urday, notice  being  given  as  hereinafter  in  this  section  required.  The  first 
election  shall  be  ordered,  if  in  townships  already  incorporated,  by  the  trustees 
of  schools  of  the  township,  the  township  treasurer  giving  notice  of  the  time  and 
place,  by  posting  up  notices  of  the  same  at  least  ten  days  previous  to  the  day  of 
election,  at  or  in  the  school  house,  or  in  the  most  public  place  in  every  school 
district  in  the  township.  If  there  are  no  trustees  of  schools  in  a  township,  the 
cierk  of  the  county  court  shall  cause  the  notice  to  be  given  as  aforesaid.  For 
all  subsequent  elections  the  like  notices  shall  be  given  by  the  board  of  educa- 
tion, through  the  township  treasurer  :  Provided,  that  if,  upon  any  day  appoint- 
ed as  aforesaid,  for  election  aforespid,  the  said  trustees  of  schools,  directors  of 
the  township,  or  judges,  as  specified  in  section  twenty-nine  (29)  hereof,  shall 
be  of  opinion  that,  on  account  of  the  small  attendance  of  voters,  the  public 
good  requires  it,  or  if  the  voters  present,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  desire  it, 
tney  shall  postpone  said  election  until  the  next  Saturday,  and  at  the  same  place 
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and  hour  ;  at  which  meeting  the  voters  shall  proceed  as  if  it  were  not  a  post- 
poned or  adjourned  meeting  :  And^  provided,  also,  that  if  notice  shall  not  have 
been  given  as  above  required,  then  and  in  that  case  said  election  may  be  order- 
ed as  aforesaid,  and  holden  on  the  first  Saturday  in  ,  or  any  other  Satur- 
day, notice  thereof  being  given  as  aforesaid. 

§  28.  That  if  the  inhabitants  of  a  township  shall  choose,  they  may,  at  any 
meeting,  as  in  section  twenty-seven  (27)  aforesaid,  adopt  the  school  commission- 
er to  be  in  place  of  and  discharge  the  duties  of  trustees  of  schools,  in  relation 
to  keeping  and  loaning  the  school  funds  of  the  ^township  ;  in  which  case  the 
school  commissioner,  in  the  management  of  the  township  school  funds,  shall  be 
in  all  respects  governed  by  the  lavv.in  relation  to  the  management  of  said  funds 
by  the  board  of  education  and  township  treasurers. 

§  29.  At  the  first  election,  as  specified  in  section  twenty-seven  (27)  of 
this  act,  two  of  the  trustees  of  schools  of  incorporated  townships,  if  present, 
shall  act  as  judges,  and  one  as  clerk  of  said  election;  and  at  all  subsequent  elec- 
tions, two  of  the  directors  of  the  board  of  education  shall  act  as  judges,  and  the 
clerk  of  said  court  as  clerk,  of  said  election.  If  said  trustees  or  directors  shall 
fail  to  attend  as  aforesaid,  or  refuse  to  act  when  present,  and  in  townships  unin- 
corporated, the  qualified  voters  present  shall  choose  from  among  themselves  two 
judges  and  a  clerk  to  open  and  conduct  said  election. 

§  30.  The  time  and  manner  of  opening,  conducting  and  closing  said  elec- 
tion, and  the  several  liabilities  appertaining  to  the  judges  and  clerks,  and  to  the 
voters  separately  and  collectively,  and  the  manner  of  contesting  said  elections, 
shall  be  the  same  as  prescribed  by  the  general  election  laws  of  this  state,  defi- 
ning the  manner  of  electing  magistrates  and  constables,  so  far  as  applicable,  sub- 
ject to  the  provisions  of  this  act :  Provided,  the  judges  may  close  said  election  at 
four  o'clock  p.  M. 

§  31.  No  person  shall  vote  at  said  election  unless  he  possesses  the  qualifi- 
cation of  a  voter  at  a  general  election.  In  case  of  a  tie  at  such  election,  it  shall 
be  determined  by  lot  on  the  day  of  election  by  the  judges  thereof. 

§  32.  When  a  vacancy  or  vacancies  shall  occur  in  the  board  of  education, 
the  remaining  director  or  directors  shall  order  an  election  to  fill  such  vacancy, 
upon  any  Saturday,  notice  to  be  given  as  required  in  section  twenty-seven  (27) 
hereof,  or  the  township  treasurer  may  give  such  notice  without  such  order. 

§  33.  Upon  the  election  of  directors,  the  judges  of  the  election  shall  cause  the 
poll-book  of  said  election  to  be  delivered  to  the  school  commissioner  of  the  coun- 
ty, with  a  certificate  thereon  showing  the  election  of  said  directors,  and  names 
of  the  persons  elected;  which  poll-book,  with  the  certificate,  shall  be  filed  by 
said  commissioner,  and  shall  be  evidenee  of  such  election. 

§  34.  The  said  directors  of  boards  of  education,  elected  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  successors  to  the  trustees  of  school  lands  appointed  by  the  county  commission- 
ers' court,  and  of  trustees  of  schools  elected  in  townships  under  the  provisions 
»f  "an  act  making  provisions  for  organizing  and  maintaining  common  schools," 
approved  February  26,  1841,  and  of  an  "act  to  establish  and  maintain  common 
schools,"  approved  February  26,  1845,  and  of  "an  act  to  establish  and  maintain 
common  schools,"  approved  March  1,  1847,  and  of  an  "act  to  establish  and  main- 
tain common  schools,"  approved  February  12th,  1849.  All  rights  of  property,  and 
rights  and  causes  of  action,  or  vested  in  the  trustees  of  school  lands,  or  trustees 
of  schools  appointed  or  elected  as  aforesaid,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
township,  or  any  part  of  them,  shall  vest  in  the  directors  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion, as  successors,  in  as  full  and  complete  a  manner  as  was  vested  in  the  school 
commissioner,  the  trustees  of  school  lands,  or  the  trustees  of  schools  appointed 
and  elected  as  aforesaid. 
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§  35.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  board  of  education  to  hold  reg- 
ular semi-annual  sessions  on  the  first  Saturdays  of  April  and  October  in  each 
year,  and  may  meet  at  such  other  times,  and  at  such  places  as  they  may  think 
proper  5  and  the  president  of  the  board,  or  any  two  members  thereof,  may  call 
a  special  meeting  of  the  board ;  and  at  all  meetings  of  the  board,  three  of  its 
members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  transact  any  business.  Said  board  shall 
organize  by  appointing  one  of  their  number  president,  and  some  person  who 
shall  not  be  a  director  or  member  of  the  board  township  treasurer,  who  shall 
be  ex  officio  clerk  of  the  board.  The  said  president  and  township  tr*;asurei 
shall  hold  their  respective  offices  during  the  term  for  which  that  board  of  edu- 
cation by  which  they  are  appointed  shall  have  been  elected,  and  until  their  suc- 
cessors are  appointed,  and  until  their  newly  appointed  treasurer  has  given  bond 
as  required  by  this  act }  either  of  said  officers,  however,  for  good  cause,  may  be 
removed  by  the  board.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president,  when  present,  to 
preside  at  the  meetings  of  the  board  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to  be 
present  at  all  meetings  of  the  board,  and  to  record  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for 
the  purpose  all  their  official  proceedings,  which  shall  be  a  public  record,  open 
to  the  inspection  of  any  person  interested  therein ;  and  all  said  proceedings 
when  recorded  shall  be  signed  by  the  president  and  clerk.  If  the  president  or 
clerk  shall  be  absent,  or  refuse  to  perform  any  of  the  duties  of  his  office  at  any 
meeting  of  the  board,  a  president  or  clerk  pro  tempore  may  be  appointed. 

§  3b.    The  township  boards  of  education  shall  transact  all  the  business  which 
may  be  necessary  in  relation  to  schools  in  their  respective  townships ;  and, 

First.  They  shall  establish  a  sufficient  number  of  common  schools  for  the 
education  of  every  individual  person  over  the  age  of  five  and  under  twenty- 
one  years,  in  their  respective  townships  ;  and  shall  make  the  necessary  provi- 
sion for  continuing  such  schools  in  operation  for  at  least  six  months  in  each  year, 
and  longer  if  practicable. 

Second.  They  shall  cause  suitable  lots  of  ground  to  be  procured  and  suitable 
buildings  to  be  erected,  purchased  or  rented  for  school  houses,  shall  supply  the  ' 
same  with  furniture  and  fuel,  and  make  all  other  provisions  relative  to  schools 
which  they  may  deem  proper,  subject  to  the  rules,  regulations  and  control  of 
tiie  county  convention. 

Third.  They  shall  exercise  a  general  supervision  over  the  schools  of  their  re- 
spective townships,  and  shall,  by  one  or  more  ol"  their  number,  visit  every  school 
in  the  township  at  least  once  a  month,  and  shall  cause  the  result  of  such  visit 
to  be  entered  on  the  records  of  the  board. 

Fourth.  They  shall  have  the  appointment  of  all  the  teachers  of  the  schools  in 
the  township,  shall  fix  the  amount  of  teachers'  salaries  or  compensation,  and 
may  dismiss  them  at  any  time  for  incompetency,  cruelty,  negligence  or  immor- 
ality ;  shall  direct  what  branches  of  learning  shall  be  taught  in  each  school,  and  , 
may  suspend  or  expel  from  the  school  all  pupils  found  guilty,  on  full  examina- 
tion and  hearing,  of  refractory  or  incorrigibly  bad  conduct. 

Fifth.  They  shall  have  power  to  establish  schools  of  different  grades,  to  as- 
sign such  number  of  scholars  to  such  schools  as  they  may  think  best,  and  to 
control  and  regulate  the  admission  of  scholars  to  schools  of  the  higher  and  dif- 
ferent grades,  and  if  on  account  of  great  distance  or  difficulty  of  access  to  the 
schools  in  any  township,  or  on  account  of  the  scholar  being  too  far  advanced  to 
prosecute  his  studies  in  any  school  in  his  township,  any  of  the  pupils  could  be 
more  conveniently  accommodated  in  any  other  schools,  academies  or  colleges  ' 
in  this  state,  the  board  of  education  shall  have  the  power  to  make  an  arrange- 
ment by  which  such  pupils  may  be  instructed  in  the  most  convenient  school, 
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academy  or  college  in  this  state,  and  the  expense  of  such  instruction  shall  tSe 
paid  out  of  the  public  fund,  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  board  of  education 
by  tlieir  order,  to  be  signed  by  their  president  and  clerk,  which  shall  be  entered 
on  the  record  of  the  board  :  Provided^  said  expense  shall  not  exceed  the  amount 
paid  for  the  instruction  of  the  most  advanced  scholars  in  the  schools  in  said 
township. 

§  37.  Whenever  it  may  be  desirable  to  establish  a  school  composed  of  pu- 
pils, residents  of  two  or  more  townships,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  respective 
boards  of  education  of  each  of  such  townships  to  transfer  such  number  of  the 
pupils  residing  in  such  townships  as  the  boards  may  deem  proper  to  the  school 
so  established  in  the  township  in  which  the  school  house  is  or  may  be  located  ; 
Gut  the  enumeration  of  scholars  shall  be  taken  in  each  of  such  townships  as  if 
no  such  transfer  had  been  made  ;  and  such  school,  when  so  composed,  shall  be 
supported  from  the  school  funds  of  the  respective  townships  in  which  the  pu- 
pils composing  such  school  shall  reside,  and  from  which  they  shall  have  been 
transferred;  and  the  board  of  that  township  in  which  the  school  house  where  such 
school  is  kept  is  located,  shall  have  the  control  and  management  of  such  school, 
and  the  boards  of  each  of  such  townships,  so  connected  for  school  purposes, 
shall  each  pay  its  respective  share  of  the  entire  expenses  of  every  kind  incurred 
in  the  establishment  and  support  of  such  school,  to  be  computed  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  pupils  residing  in  each  of  such  townships  composing^  such 
school,  and  each  board  of  the  townships  from  which  pupils  are  transferred  shall 
draw  an  order  on  its  township  treasurer,  signed  by  its  president,  in  favor  of 
the  township  treasurer  of  the  township  in  which  such  school  is  located,  or  in 
favor  of  the  treasurer  of  the  township  whose  board  shall  have  the  control  and 
management  of  such  school,  as  the  case  may  be,  for  the  amount  of  its  share  of 
the  entire  expenses  aforesaid  of  such  school  5  and  the  board  of  the  township 
having  the  control  and  management  as  aforesaid  of  such  school,  shall  pay  out  of 
its  treasury  the  whole  amount  required  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance 
of  such  school,  in  the  same  manner  as  provided  in  this  act  for  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  other  schools  by  the  respective  boards  of  education :  Pro- 
Inded,  however^  by  agreement  of  the  several  boards  interested  therein,  said 
school  may  be  placed  under  the  control  and  management  of  such  persons  as  may 
be  determined  by  a  majority  of  said  boards. 

§  38.  The  board  of  education  of  each  township  in  this  state  shall  prepare 
or  cause  to  be  prepared  by  the  township  treasurer,  the  clerk  of  the  board,  or 
other  person,  and  forwarded  to  the  school  commissioner  of  the  county  in  which 
the  township  lies,  on  or  before  the  second  Monday  of  October,  preceding  each 
regular  session  of  the  general  assembly  of  this  state,  and  at  such  other  times  as 
may  be  required  by  the  school  commissioner,  or  by  the  state  superintendent  of 
public  instruction,  a  statement  exhibiting  the  condition  of  schools  in  their  re- 
spective townships  for  the  preceding  biennial  period,  giving  separately  each 
year,  commencing  on  the  first  Mondays  of  September,  and  ending  on  the  last 
days  of  August;  which  statement  shall  be  as  follows,  viz  : — 1st.  The  whole 
number  of  schools  which  have  been  taught  in  each  year ;  w4iat  part  of  said 
number  have  been  taught  by  males  exclusively  ;  what  part  have  been  taught 
by  females  exclusively ;  what  part  of  said  whole  number  have  been  taught  by 
males  and  females  at  the  same  time  ;  and  what  part  by  males  and  females  at 
different  periods.  2d.  The  w^hole  number  of  scholars  in  attendance  at  all  the 
schools,  giving  the  number  of  males  and  females  separately  ;  the  average  num- 
ber in  attendance,  giving  male  and  female  separately.  3d.  The  number  of 
male  and  female  teachers,  giving  each  separately;  the  highest,  lowest,  and 
average  monthly  compensation  paid  to  male  and  female  teachers,  giving  each 
item  separately.    4th.  The  number  of  white  persons  under  twenty-one  years 
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of  age.  5th.  The  amount  of  the  principal  of  the  township  fund  ;  the  amount  of 
the  interest  on  the  township  fund  paid  into  the  township  treasury  ;  the  amount 
of  state  or  common  school  fund  received  by  the  township  treasurer  ;  the  amount 
raised  by  ad  valorem  tax,  and  the  amount  of  such  tax  received  into  the  town- 
ship treasury  ;  and  the  amount  of  all  other  funds  received  into  the  township 
treasury.  6th.  The  amount  paid  for  teachers'  wages ;  the  amount  paid  for 
school  house  lots;  the  amount  paid  lor  building,  repairing,  purchasing,  renting 
and  furnishing  school  houses  ;  the  amount  paid  for  school  apparatus,  for  books 
and  other  incidental  expenses  for  the  use  of  school  libraries  ;  the  amount  paid 
as  compensation  to  township  officers  and  others.  7th.  The  whole  amount  and 
a  full  account  of  the  receipts  aud  expenditures  for  school  purposes.  8th.  The 
number  of  books  of  each  kind  used  in  the  schools,  and  the  years  in  which  each 
book  was  purchased,  together  with  such  other  statistics  and  information  in  re- 
gard to  schools  as  the  state  superintendent  or  school  commissioner  may  require. 
And  the  foregoing  statement,  exhibit  and  statistics  as  aforesaid  specified,  shall 
be  made,  or  caused  to  be  made,  as  aforesaid,  and  laid  by  each  board  of  educa- 
tion, before  the  county  school  convention  to  which  said  board  belongs,  at  its 
biennial  meeting,  or  at  such  other  times  as  said  convention  may  determine. 

§  39.  In  all  cases  where  a  township  is,  or  shall  be  divided  by  a  county 
line,  or  lines,  the  board  of  education  of  such  township  shall  make,  or  cause  to 
be  made,  separate  enumerations  of  male  and  female  white  persons  of  the  ages 
as  directed  in  the  fifth  specification  of  the  foregoing  section  thirty-eight  (38)  of 
this  act,  designating  separately  the  number  residing  in  each  of  the  counties  in 
which  such  township  may  lie,  and  forward  each  respective  number  to  the  pro- 
per school  commissioner  and  county  school  convention  of  each  of  said  counties; 
and  in  like  manner,  as  far  as  practicable,  all  other  statistics  and  information 
enumerated  and  required  to  be  reported  in  the  aforesaid  section  thirty-eight, 
shall  be  separately  reported  to  the  several  school  commissioners  and  county 
conventions  aforesaid  ;  and  all  such  parts  of  said  statistical  information  are  as 
not  susceptible  of  division,  and  are  impracticable  to  be  reported  separately, 
ihall  be  reported  to  the  schfol  commissioner  and  county  convention  of  the 
county  in  which  the  sixteenth  section  of  such  township  is  situated. 

§  40.  At  each  semi-annual  meetinpr,  and  at  such  other  meetings  as  they  may 
think  proper,  the  said  township  board  of  education  shall  examine  all  books,  notes, 
mortgages,  securities,  papers,  moneys  and  effects  of  the  corporation,  and  the  ac- 
counts and  vouchers  of  the  township  treasurer,  or  other  township  school  officer, 
and  shall  make  such  order  thereon  for  their  security,  preservation,  collection, 
correction  of  errors,  if  any,  and  for  their  proper  management,  as  may  seem  to 
said  board  necessary. 

§  41.  The  board  of  education  of  each  township  in  the  state  may  receive  any 
gift,  grant,  donation  or  demise,  made  for  the  use  of  any  school  or  schools,  or 
library,  or  other  school  purpose  within  their  jurisdiction  ;  and  they  shall  be 
and  are  hereby  invested,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  with  the  title,  care  and  cus- 
tody of  all  school  houses,  school  house  sites,  school  libraries,  apparatus  or  other 
property  belonging  to  any  school  district  as  now  organized,  or  which  may  be 
within  the  limits  of  their  jurisdiction,  with  full  po  wer  to  control  the  same  in 
such  manner  as  they  may  think  will  promote  the  interest  of  schools  and 
the  cause  of  education ;  and  when,  in  their  opinion,  any  school  house  or  school 
house  site  has  become  unnecessary,  or  unsuitable  or  inconvenient  for  a  school, 
said  board  may  sell  and  convey  the  same  in  the  name  of  said  board;  and  such 
conveyance  shall  be  executed  by  the  president  and  clerk  of  said  board,  and  the 
avails  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  township  treasurer  for  the  benefit  of  schools  ; 
and  all  conveyances  of  real  estate  which  may  be  made  to  said  board  shall  be 
made  to  said  board  in  their  corporate  name,  and  to  their  successors  in  office  ; 
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and  said  board  may  purchase  and  hold  such  real  estate  and  personal  property 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  establishment  and  support  of  schools. 

§  42.  For  the  purpose  of  erecting  school  houses,  or  purchasing  school  house 
sites,  or  for  repairing  and  improving  the  same,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  board 
of  education  of  any  township,  to  borrow  money  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceed- 
ing ten  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  issue  bonds  therefor,  in  sums  not  less  than  one 
hundred  dollars;  which  bonds  shall  be  executed  by  the  president  and  clerk  of 
said  board  :  Provided^  that  the  total  indebtedness  incurred  by  any  township  shall 
not  exceed  one  per  centum  of  the  assessed  value  of  the  real  and  personal  pro- 
perty of  said  township. 

§  43.  The  township  board  of  education  shall  cause'all  moneys  for  the  use 
of  the  township  to  be  paid  over  to  the  township  treasurer.  They  shall  have 
power,  also,  to  remove  the  township  treasurer  at  any  time,  for  any  failure  or 
refusal  to  execute  or  comply  with  any  order  or  requisitions  of  said  board,  le- 
gally made,  or  any  other  improper  conduct  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  as 
treasurer,  or  at  any  time  they  may  deem  such  removal  expedient.  They  shall 
also  have  power,  for  any  failure  or  refusal  as  aforesaid,  to  sue  him  upon  his 
bond,  as  provided  in  section  sixty-four  (64)  hereof. 

§  44.  The  boards  of  education  are  hereby  vested  with  general  power  and 
authority  to  purchase  real  estate,  if  in  their  opinion  the  interests  of  the  town- 
ship fund  will  be  promoted  thereby,  in  satisfaction  of  any  judgment  or  decree 
wherein  the  said  board  or  school  commissioner  are  plaintiffs  or  complainants  ; 
and  the  title  of  such  real  estate  so  purchased  shall  vest  in  said  board,  for  the 
use  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  township,  for  school  purposes  ;  and  all  purchases 
of  land  heretofore  made  by  school  commissioners,  or  trustees  of  school  lands, 
or  trustees  of  schools,  for  the  use  of  any  fund  or  township  for  the  use  ofschools, 
are  hereby  declared  valid.  The  said  board  of  education  are  hereby  vested  with 
general  power  and  authority  to  make  all  settlements  with  persons  indebted  to 
them  in  their  official  capacity ;  to  receive  deeds  of  real  estate  in  compromise  ; 
and  to  cancel,  in  such  manner  as  they  may  think  proper,  notes,  bonds,  mortga- 
ges, judgments  and  decrees,  existing,  or  that  may  hereafter  exist,  for  the  ben- 
efit  of  the  township,  when  the  interest  of  said  township,  or  the  fund  concerned, 
shall,  in  their  opinion,  require  it,  and  their  action  shall  be  valid.  Said  board 
of  education  are  hereby  authorized  to  lease  or  sell,  at  public  auction,  any  land 
that  may  come  into  their  possession,  in  such  manner  and  on  such  terms  as  they 
shall  deem  for  the  interest  of  the  township :  Provided^  that  in  all  cases  of  sale 
of  land,  as  provided  in  this  section,  the  sale  shall  be  made  at  the  same  place, 
and  notice  given  of  it  in  the  same  manner,  as  is  provided  in  this  act  for  the  sale 
of  the  sixteenth  section, 

OF  JUDGMENTS  AND  EXECUTIONS  AGAINST  BOARDS  OF  ED- 
UCATION. 

§  45.  If  judgment  shall  be  obtained  against  any  township  board  of  educa- 
tion, the  party  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  such  judgment  may  have  execution 
therefor  as  follows,  to  wit :  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court  in  which  such 
judgment  shall  be  obtained,  or  to  which  such  judgment  shall  be  removed,  by 
transcript  or  appeal  from  from  a  justice  of  the  peace,  or  other  court,  to  issue 
thence  a  writ,  commanding  the  directors  of  the  board  of  education  and  town- 
ship treasurer  of  such  township,  to  cause  the  amount  thereof,  with  interest  and 
costs,  to  be  paid  to  the  party  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  said  judgment,  out  of  any 
moneys,  unappropriated,  of  said  township ;  or,  if  there  be  no  such  moneys,  out 
of  the  first  moneys  applicable  to  the  payment  of  the  kind  of  service  or  indebt- 
edness for  which  such  judgment  shall  be  obtained,  as  provided  in  section  six- 
ty-nine (69)  of  this  act,  which  shall  be  received  for  the  use  of  such  township  • 
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and  to  enforce  obedience  to  such  writ  by  attachment,  or  by  mandamus,  re- 
quiring said  board  to  levy  a  tax  for  the  payment  of  said  judgment ;  and  all  legal 
process,  as  well  as  writs  to  enforce  payments  of  a  judgment,  shall  be  served 
either  on  the  president  or  clerk  of  the  board. 

COUNTY  SCHOOL  COMVENTIONS  AND  TEACHERS'  INSTITUTES. 

§  46.  The  directors  of  the  boards  of  education  of  the  several  townships  of 
each  county  in  this  state  shall  meet  in  convention,  at  the  county  seats  of  their 

respective  counties,  on  the  day  of  next,  and  biennially  thereafter, 

and  elect,  viva  voce,  by  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  directors  present, 
some  person  of  literary  and  scientific  acquirements,  and  of  skill  in  the  art  of 
teaching,  who  shall  be  a  resident  and  legal  voter  of  the  county,  as  school  com- 
missioner and  superintendent  of  schools  for  the  county  ;  and  who  shall,  on  Uling 
his  certificate  of  election,  certified  by  the  secretary  of  the  convention,  with  the 
secretary  of  state,  be  commissioned  by  the  governor.  Said  school  commission- 
er shall  be  ax  officio  president  of  the  convention,  and  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  pre- 
side at  the  meetings  of  the  convention.  Said  directors  shall  also,  in  manner  as 
aforesaid,  elect  a  secretary;  and,  when  thus  organized,  shall  be  known  and 
desisnated  as  "The  County  School  Convention  of  the  County  of  ■  :"  Pro- 

vided, however,  the  said  directors,  at  their  first  meeting  aforesaid,  shall  first  tem- 
porarily organize  by  appointing  a  chairman  and  secretary  pro  tempore,  to  serve 
until  a  school  commissioner  and  secretary  are  elected  as  aforesaid. 

§  47.  When  any  vacancy  shall  occur  in  the  office  of  school  commissioner, 
by  death,  resignation,  removal  of  the  commissioner  from  the  county,  or  other- 
wise, the  county  clerk  shall  give  ten  days'  notice  of  the  time  when  the  county 
achool  convention  shall  assemble,  at  the  county  seat  of  the  proper  county,  and 
till  such  vacancy  ;  and  said  notice  shall  be  served  by  the  sheriff  of  the  county 
where  such  vacancy  occurs,  by  leaving  a  copy  with  the  clerks  of  the  respective 
township  boards  of  education  in  the  county ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said 
clerks  to  notify  the  directors  of  their  respective  boards  j  and  the  said  school 
convention  shall  assemble  at  the  time  and  place  notified  as  aforesaid,  and  pro- 
ceed to  fill  such  vacancy  by  election,  in  the  same  manner  as  prescribed  for  the 
regular  election  of  school  commissioner,  in  the  preceding  forty-sixth  section  of 
this  act  J  and  the  person  so  elected  to  fill  a  vacancy  shall  possess  the  qualifica- 
tions required  in  the  said  forty-sixth  section  of  the  school  commissioner,  shall 
give  bond  and  qualify  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  shall 
hold  his  office  for  the  unexpired  term  of  his  predecessor,  and  until  his  succes- 
sor is  elected,  has  given  bond  and  qualified  ;  and  he  shall  in  like  manner,  as 
provided  in  the  aforesaid  forty-sixth  section,  be  commissioned  by  the  governor. 

§  48.  The  said  county  school  conventions  shall  have  power  to  organize,  in 
their  respective  counties,  teachers'  institutes,  for  the  instruction  and  improve- 
ment of  teachers,  and  the  promotion  of  the  common  schools  of  the  county  ;  to 
prescribe  such  duties,  in  addition  to  those  prescribed  in  this  act,  but  not  contra- 
ry thereto,  to  be  performed  by  the  school  commissioner,  as  they  may  deem  ad- 
visable ;  to  make  rules  and  regulations,  not  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  for  the  settlement  of,  and  to  settle  and  determine  all  differences  between 
school  officers,  parents  and  pupils,  and  township  boards  of  education  ;  to  pre- 
scribe rules  and  regulations  for  the  action  of  the  local  boards  of  education  in 
the  selection  of  school  house  sites,  and  in  the  location  of  school  houses,  and  to 
control  the  action  of  said  boards  in  regard  thereto:  Provided^  no  such  decision 
shall  be  valid  unless  concurred  in  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  pre- 
sent, and  a  majority  of  the  members  elected,  and  to  regulate  and  control  the 
schools  formed  in  townships,  or  parts  of  townships,  in  their  respective  counties; 
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to  compare  and  correct  the  reports  made  by  the  township  boards  of  education 
to  the  school  commissioner  j  to  make  their  own  rules  of  proceeding  in  conven- 
tion, and  to  tlx  upon  their  own  times  of  adjournment  j  to  appropriate  out  of  the 
common  school  fund  apportioned  to  their  respective  counties,  and  coming  into 
the  hands  of  the  school  commissioners,  such  amounts,  for  the  benefit  of  teach- 
ers' institutes,  and  such  other  purposes  as  are  authorized  by  this  act,  as  they 
may  deem  proper,  to  be  paid  by  the  school  commissioner,  on  the  order  of  the 
convention,  certified  by  their  secretary. 

§  49.  The  said  county  school  conventions  shall  have  power  to  assemble  at 
the  county  seat,  at  such  other  times  other  than  as  prescribed  in  this  act  for  their 
biennial  meetings,  as  they  may  determine.  And  any  county  school  convention 
failing  to  elect  a  school  commissioner,  at  any  biennial  meeting  as  prescribed  in 
this  act,  or  at  any  meeting  notified  to  be  held  by  the  county  clerk,  for  filling  a 
vacancy,  as  prescribed  in  this  act,  may  elect  such  commissioners  at  any  subse- 
quent meeting.  And  said  convention  may  require  the  school  commissioner  to 
lay  before  it,  at  any  meeting,  a  copy  of  his  report  or  reports  to  the  state  super- 
intendent, and  to  communicate  such  other  information  in  regard  to  schools,  as 
he  may  have  in  his  possession,  and  may  also  require  the  several  boards  of  ed- 
ucation, clerks  of  the  said  boards,  township  treasurers,  or  other  school  ofiicers, 
to  lay  before  it,  at  any  meeting,  copies  of  his  or  their  reports  to  the  school  com- 
missioner, board  of  education,  or  other  county  or  township  officer,  and  to  com- 
municate such  other  information  in  regard  to  schools  as  may  be  in  his  or  their 
possession  j  and  said  county  conventions  shall  have  power  to  investigate,  by 
committee  or  otherwise,  the  books,  papers,  accounts  and  aff*airs  of  the  schooi 
commissioner,  boards  of  education,  township  treasurers,  and  other  school  offi- 
cers in  their  respective  counties ;  and  shall  take  such  action  thereon  as  the 
.  case  may  require. 

§  50.  The  said  county  school  convention,  in  case  of  the  absence  or  inability 
of  the  school  commissioner  or  secretary,  shall  elect  a  president  or  secretary 
pro  tempore,  who  shall  respectively  perform  the  duties  of  president  and  secr&- 
'tary  of  the  convention  during  such  absence  or  inability ;  and  the  said  president 
pro  tempore  shall,  during  any  vacancy  in  the  office  of  school  commissioner,  on 
giving  bond  and  qualifying  as  required  of  the  school  commissioner,  be  de  facto 
the  school  commissioner,  and  perform  all  the  duties  appertaining  to  said  office, 
until  a  school  commissioner  is  elected  and  qualified  to  fill  such  vacancy  as  pro- 
vided for  in  this  act.  And  said  convention  may  from  time  to  time  cause  its 
proceedings  to  be  printed  and  published,  or  such  parts  thereof  as  it  may  deem 
proper. 

§  51.  The  secretary  of  the  said  county  school  convention  shall  keep  a 
journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  convention,  at  each  meeting,  and  record  the 
same  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  which  shall  be  a  public  record, 
open  to  the  inspection  of  any  person  interested  therein.  And  shall  perform 
all  other  such  duties  pertaining  to  the  office  of  secretary  as  shall  be  prescribed 
by  the  said  convention. 

BOARDS  OF  EXAMINERS—  The  Examination  and  Qualiiication  &f  Teachers. 

§  52.  There  may  be  elected,  viva  voce,  by  a  majority  of  the  directors  pres- 
ent, of  each  and  any  county  schooi  convention,  at  their  meeting  to  be  holden 
on  the  day  of  next,  and  biennially  thereafter,  or  if  at  a  subse- 
quent meeting,  two  competent  persons,  who  shall  hold  their  office  for  two 
years,  and  until  their  successors  are  elected,  and  who  shall  be  associate  exam- 
iners of  the  school  commissioner,  and  who,  together  with  said  commissioner, 
shall  be  a  county  board  of  examiners  of  teachers,  and  shall  discharge  their  du- 
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ties  as  prescribed  in  this  act,  and  in  such  manner  and  according  to  such  rules 
and  regulations,  not  contrary  to  any  provision  of  this  act,  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  said  county  school  convention ;  and  in  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  one 
or  both  of  the  said  associate  examiners,  the  school  commissioner  shall  appoint 
some  competent  person  or  persons  to  fill  such  vacancy  or  vacancies  until  the 
meeting  of  the  county  school  convention,  when  such  vacancy  or  vacancies  shall 
be  filled  by  election,  in  the  manner  as  aforesaid  prescribed  in  this  section,  by 
the  said  convention.  And  said  board  of  examiners  shall  hold  stated  meetings 
for  the  examination  of  teachers,  at  such  times  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  said 
county  school  convention,  or  at  such  times  as  they  may  deem  proper. 

§  53.  The  count}'  school  convention  may  each  for  its  own  respective  county 
and  several  townships  prescribe  the  qualifications  for  teachers  suitable  to  the 
different  grades  of  schools,  which  are  or  may  be  established  by  their  respec- 
tive boards  of  education,  or  which  have  hitherto  been  established  by  the  direc- 
tors of  districts  or  the  trustees  of  schools,  and  may  specify  the  different  grades  of 
teachers,  and  the  requisite  acquirements  of  each  grade,  and  the  branches  of 
learning  necessary  for  each  teacher  of  such  grade  to  be  examined  in,  and  to  be 
qualified  properly  to  teach. 

§  54.  The  school  commissioner  shall,  by  himself,  or  any  two  members  of 
the  board  of  examiners,  shall  examine  all  persons  proposing  to  teach  a  common 
school  in  the  county,  in  relation  to  his  or  her  moral  character,  and  touching  his 
or  her  qualification  to  teach  orthographv,  reading  in  English,  penmanship,  arith- 
metic, English  grammar,  modern  geography,  and  the  history  of  the  United 
States  ;  and  if  he  or  they  shall  be  satisfied  that  such  person  sustains  a  good  moral 
character,  and  is  qualified  perfectly  to  teach  all  the  aforesaid  branches,  he  or 
they  shall  give  such  person  a  certificate  of  qualification  ;  which  certificate  shall 
be  trood  and  valid  in  said  county  for  two  years  from  the  date  thereof,  and  said 
certificate  may  be  renewed,  at  its  expiration,  by  indorsement  thereon  by  the 
said  commissioner,  or  any  two  of  the  board  of  examiners.  The  said  certificate 
to  the  teacher  may  be  in  the  following  form,  viz  : 

Office  of  the  Board  of  Examiners,  to  the  County  of  , 

Illinois  y  18 — . 

The  undersigned  having  examined    ,  and  being  satisfied  that 

 sustains  a  good  moral  character,  hereby  certify,  that  is  qualified  per- 
fectly to  teach  the  following  branches,  viz  :  orthography,  reading  in  English, 
penmanship,  arithmetic,  English  grammar,  modern  geography,  and  the  history 
of  the  United  States ;  which  certificate  is  good  and  valid  in  said  county  for  two 
years  from  the  date  hereof,  renewable  at  the  option  of  the  school  commissioner 
or  of  any  two  members  of  the  board  of  examiners,  by  his  or  their  indorse- 
ment thereon. 

Given  under  hand,  at  the  date  aforesaid, 

A  B  ,  School  Commissioner, 

S        2       '  \  Associate  Examiners, 


Provided^  howefver,  any  teacher,  or  teachers,  proposing  or  required  to  teach 
in  a  school  or  schools  of  a  higher  grade,  shall  obtain  a  certificate  of  the  re- 
quisite qualifications  to  teach  in  such  higher  grade  of  school,  and  such  addi- 
tional branches  of  learning  as  may  be  designated  by  the  county  school  conven- 
tion :  Provided,  further y  that  if  the  said  county  school  convention  shall  so  re- 
quire, any  teacher  may  be  examined  in  any  two  or  more  of  the  above  specified 
branches,  and  receive  a  certificate  of  qualification  to  teach  a  school  of  the  low- 


est  grade.  The  form  of  the  said  certificate  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  said 
county  school  convention  :  Provided,  also,  that  each  and  every  school  or 
schools,  of  whatever  grade,  established  or  authorized  to  be  established  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  a  school  or  schools  for  the  purpose  of  teach- 
ing various  branches  of  an  English  education,  and  the  common  Smedium  of  com- 
munication m  said  school  or  schools  shall  be  the  English  language  ;  and  no 
part  of  the  common  school  fund,  township  fund,  or  of  any  other  school  fund 
shall  be  paid  out  or  appropriated  for  the  establishing,  conducting,  or  the  sup' 
porting  in  any  manner  of  any  other  character  or  class  of  school,  or  schools,  as 
atoresaid  designated  :  Provided,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent  the 
teaching  a  foreign  language  in  an  English  school,  as  aforesaid. 


TEACHER8— TAeiV  Buiies. 


§  55.  No  teacher  shall  be  entitled  to  any  portion  of  the  common  school  or 
township  fund,  or  other  public  fund,  or  be  employed  to  teach  any  school  under 
the  control  of  any  board  of  education  of  any  township  in  this  state,  v^ho  shall 
not,  before  his  employment,  exhibit  to  said  board,  or  to  a  committee  of  said 
board,  a  certificate  of  qualification  obtained  under  the  provisions  of  section  fifty- 
four  hereof ;  nor  shall  any  teacher  be  paid  any  portion  of  the  school  or  public 
fund  aforesaid,  unless  he  shall  have  used  in  his  school  the  books  recommended 
by  the  state  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  and  shall  have  kept  and  fur- 
nished schedules  as  herein  directed, 

§  56.  Teachers  shall  make  schedules  of  the  names  of  all  scholars  under 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  attending  their  schools,  in  the  form  prescribed  by  this 
act;  and  when  scholars  reside  in  two  or  more  districts,  townships,  or  counties 
separate  schedules  shall  be  kept  for  each  district,  township,  or  county;  and  the 
absence  or  presence  of  every  scholar  shall  be  set  down  under  the  proper  date 
and  opposite  the  name,  on  every  day  that  the  school  is  open;  the  absence  of  a 
scholar  shall  be  signified  by  a  blank— the  presence  by  a  mark.  The  schedule 
to  be  made  and  returned  by  the  teacher  shall  be,  as  near  as  circumstances  will 
permit,  in  the  following  form,  viz  : 
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in  district  number 


SCHED  ULE  of  a  Common  School^  kepi  by  A.  B,,  at  — 

 ,  in  township  sixteen  north,  range  five,  west  of  the  third  principal  merid- 

mn,  in  the  county  of  ,  in  the  state  of  Illinois, 


C    X   C  m; 

=  ^      c  c 

?  2  *  i 

.5  c  o 


«  a 

o  o  s 

cr  O  ^  n 


John  Smith, 
Isaac  Meslier, 
Sarah  Danforth, 
Mary  Newman, 


14 

12 
20 
18 


Grand  total  number  of  days, 


64 


And  said  teacher  shall  add  up  and  set  down  the  whole  number  of  days'  at- 
tendance of  each  scholar,  and  add  up  said  whole  numbers,  and  make  out  the 
grand  total  number  of  days'  attendance  as  in  the  form  above  prescribed,  and 
shall  attach  thereto  his  certificate,  which  shall  be  in  the  following  form,  viz  : 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  schedule  of  scholars  attending  my  school,  as  therein 
named,  and  residing  as  specified  in  said  schedule,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
and  belief,  is  correct ;  that  it  was  a  school  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  various 
branches  of  an  English  education,  and  that  the  common  medium  of  communica- 
tion in  said  school  was  the  English  language. 

A  B,  Teacher. 

Teachers  shall  also  include  in  said  schedule,  or  furnish  a  separate  report, 
containing  the  name  of  each  scholar,  and  the  name  of  each  book  used  by  each 
scholar,  and  the  year  in  which  each  book  was  purchased  and  from  whom  pur- 
chased :  Provided,  said  schedule  shall  not  include  any  book  reported  in  a  for- 
mer schedule,  and  shall  further  certify  that  he  has  used  the  books  recommended 
by  the  state  superintendent. 

When  the  teacher  shall  have  completed  his  or  her  schedule  or  schedules  as 
above  required,  he  or  she  shall  deliver  it  to  some  one  of  the  directors  of  the  , 
board  of  education,  or  to  a  committee  of  at  least  two  members  of  said  board  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  director,  in  connection 
with  some  other  director  of  the  board,  or  of  said  committee,  to  carefully  exam- 
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ine  such  schedule  or  schedules,  and  after  correcting  all  errors,  and  if  they  shall 
find  such  schedule  to  have  been  kept  according  to  law,  they  shall  certify  to  the 
same,  as  near  as  practicable,  in  the  following  form,  viz  : 

State  of  Illinois,  > 
 county,  I 

We,  the  undersigned,  directors  of  the  board  of  education,  in  township  num- 
ber ,  range  number  ,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  certify  that  we  have 

examined  the  foregoing  schedule  and  find  the  same  to  bo  correct,  and  that  the 
school  was  conducted  according  to  law.    That  there  is  now  due  said  C  D 

teacher,  as  per  contract,  the  sum  of  .  dollars  and   cents,  and  that  the 

said  teacher  has  a  legal  certificate  of  good  moral  character  and  of  qualification 
to  teach  a  common  school,  (or  of  such  a  grade  as  the  case  may  be.) 

Witness  our  hands,  this  day  of   A.  D.  18  

A  B  )  •    '3  . 

C  D,'  \  ^^^^^^(^rs  of  the  Board  of  Educatim, 

Which  schedule  or  schedules,  certified  as  aforesaid,  by  at  least  two  directors 
of  the  board  of  education,  shall  be  filed  by  said  directors  with  the  township 
treasurer,  and  until  such  schedule  and  report,  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  been  filed 
as  aforesaid,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  said  treasurer  to  pay  said  teacher,  or  for 
the  board  of  education,  or  any  two  members  thereof,  to  draw  an  order  in  favor 
of  said  teacher,  as  provided  in  section  seventy  hereof. 

TOWNSHIP  TREASURER~iyt5  Duties. 

§  57.  The  township  treasurer  appointed  by  the  board  of  education,  as  pro- 
vided in  section  thirty-five  of  this  act,  shall,  before  entering  upon  his  duties, 
execute  a  bond,  with  two  or  more  freeholders,.who  shall  not  be  members  of  the 
board  of  education,  as  securities,  payable  to  the  board  of  education  of  the  town- 
ship for  which  he  is  appointed  treasurer,  with  a  sufficient  penalty  to  cover  all 
liabilities  which  may  be  incurred,  conditioned  faithfully  to  perform  all  the  dutres 

of  township  treasurer  in  township  ,  range  ,  in  county 

according  to  law.  The  security  shall  be  approved  by  at  least  a  majority  of  the 
directors  of  the  board  of  education,  and  shall  be  delivered  by  one  of  the  direc- 
tors to  the  school  commissioner  of  the  proper  county.  And  in  all  cases  where 
such  treasurer  aforesaid  is  to  have  the  custody  of  all  bonds,  notes,  mortgao-es 
moneys  and  effects  denominated  principal  in  the  sixty-eighth  section  of  this  act,' 
and  belonging  to  the  township  for  which  he  is  appointed  treasurer,  the  penalty 
af  said  treasurer's  bond  shall  be  twice  the  amount  of  said  bonds,  notes,  mort- 
gages, moneys  and  effects.  And  every  township  treasurer  appointed  subse- 
quent to  the  first,  as  herein  provided,  shall  execute  bond  with  security,  as  is  re- 
quired of  the  first  treasurer. 

§  58.  The  bond  required  in  the  foregoing  section  shall  be  in  the  followino- 
form,  viz  :  ^ 

State  of  Illinois 


SS 

count'-  ' 


Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  A  B,  C  D,  and  E  F,  are  held 
and  hrmly  bound,  jointly  and  severally,  unto  the  board  of  education  of  township 
 m  said  county,  in  the  penal  sura  of   dollars,  for  the  payment  of 
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which  we  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  firmly  by 
these  presents.    In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals 

this  day  of  ,  A.  D.  18  — . 

The  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is  such,  that  if  the  above  bounden  A 

B,  township  treasurer  of  township  ,  range  ,  in  the  county  aforesaid, 

shall  faithfully  discharge  all  the  duties  of  said  office,  according  to  the  laws  which 
now  are,  or  may  hereafter  be  in  force,  and  shall  deliver  to  his  successor  in 
office  all  moneys,  books,  papers,  securities  and  property  in  his  hands  as  such 
township  treasurer,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void,  otherwise  to  remain  in  full 
force  and  virtue. 

A  B  ,  [seal. 

C  D  ,  [seal. 

E  F  ,  [seal. 

Approved  and  accepted  by  G  H,  ) 

I  J,   >  Directors  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
K  L,  ) 

§  59.  Every  township  treasurer  shall  provide  himself  with  two  well  bound 
books,  the  one  to  be  called  a  cash  book,  the  other  a  loan  book.  He  shall  charge 
liimseir  in  the  cash  book,  with  all  moneys  received,  stating  the  charge  when, 
from  whom,  and  on  what  account  received  ;  and  credit  himself  with  all  moneys 
paid  or  loaned,  the  amount  loaned,  the  date  of  the  loan,  the  rate  of  interest,  the 
time  wiien  payable,  the  name  of  the  securities,  or  if  real  estate  be  taken,  a  de- 
scription of  the  same.  He  shall  also  enter  in  separate  accounts,  moneys  re- 
ceived and  moneys  paid  out,  charging  the  first  to  debit  account,  and  crediting 
the  latter  as  follows,  to  wit :  1st.  The  principal  of  the  township  fund,  when 
paid  in,  and  when  paid  out.  2d.  The  interest  of  the  township  fund,  when  re- 
ceived, and  when  paid  out.  3d.  The  common  school  fund  and  other  funds,  when 
received  from  the  school  commissioner,  and  when  paid  out.  4th.  Taxes  re- 
ceived from  the  county  collector,  distinguishing  between  that  for  general  school 
purposes  and  that  levied  for  the  purpose  of  prolonging  schools,  as  provided  in 
section  seventy-five  of  this  act.  5th.  Donations  received.  6lh.  Moneys  com- 
inr^  from  all  other  sources  ;  and  in  all  cases,  entering  the  date  when  received 
and  when  paid  out,  and  the  name  of  the  person  or  persons  of  whom  received, 
and  to  whom  paid  ;  and  he  shall  also  arrange  and  keep  his  books  and  accounts 
in  such  other  manner  as  may  be  directed  by  the  state  or  county  superintendent, 
county  school  convention,  or  the  board  of  education.  He  shall  also  provide  a 
book  to  be  called  a  journal,  in  which  he  shall  record,  fully  and  at  length,  the 
acts  and  preceedings  of  the  board  of  education,  their  orders,  by-laws  and  reso- 
lutions ;  which  books  shall  be  at  all  times  subject  to  the  inspection  of  said  board, 
or  other  persons  authorized  by  this  act,  or  of  any  committee  appointed  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  township  to  examine  the  same.  And  he  shall  also  provide 
a  book  to  be  called  a  record,  in  which  he  shall  enter  a  brief  description  of  all 
notes  or  bonds  belonging  to  the  township,  and  upon  the  opposite  page  he  shall 
note  down  when  paid,  or  any  remarks  to  show  where  or  in  what  condition  it 
is,  as  in  the  following  form,  viz  : 
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Makers' 
names* 

Date  of 
noie* 

When  due. 

Amount. 

Remarks. 

A  B,  C 
D,  E  F. 

January  1, 
1845. 

January  1, 
1846. 

$90  00 

January  6,  '47,  handed  to 
I  J,  esq.,  for  collection  (or 
January  6,  '47,  paid.) 

ml  ^-^u  *°'^?^'''P  treasurer  shall  loan,  upon  the  following  conditions,  all 
as  m?v\r    K  'r'-l"         '"'°<^^  °f  *eir  office,  except  such 

of  i^tJrer^'i  •'llT  «<=<=°r<Ji«g  to  section  hereof.    The  rate 

ThrHm  V  h  I  f"  P^'/'^.f"'"  Pe"-  annum,  payable  half  yearly  in  advance, 
mor.  th»n^  which  loans  sha  be  made  shall  not  be  less  than  six  months,  nor 
L  It  r  ''"fj^^''-  lot  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  loaned 

for  not  more  than  one  year,  two  responsible  securities  shall  be  given  ;  for  all 

itv  ,h1lK"°* ""-^  '"''"^  than  L  year,  secu- 

IhLt  !  A  ^"^A  '^y.™»'-tgage  on  real  estate,  unencumbered,  in  value  double 
tne  amount  loaned,  with  a  condition  that  in  case  additional  security  shall  at  any 
cZn  r  T";"''  *^ i ^"  t»  *e  satisfaction  of  the  board  of  edu- 

forr„n.v  n.  !r  ^f^''  »"tgages  and  other  securities  taken 

theTown^hTn  <,>.'n''.''"P"'yM''""  T  -^"^         board  of  education  for 

'  '■'^u  ''^  P^y^"*  ^^'-l  board  of  education  by  their  corporate 

ieZiL.  !?  name,  suits,  actions  and  complaints,  and  every  description  of 
a/d  for  eve  V  ?f 'm' ^vr,'''''  t^'"'  '"'°'""y  """^y-  breach  of  contracts, 
a  riX  J   I  ^  t  f  ^''"y  "''^''^        ^'  "  exist,  or  upon  which 

thI  notP,  hnlT  'ball  accrue  to  the  use  of  this  corporation :  Provided,  however, 
'  T.l'^^'g^^       other  securities  in  which  the  name  of  the  schoo 
tents  anr  nn.'  '""'''f  ?^  ^''bools,  are  inserted,  shall  be  valid  to  all  in- 

tTon  as  af?r.  ''•r''  ^"'t  ^ball  be  brought  in  the  name  of  the  board  of  educa. 
ZlZellnt  """^'g^S"^      be  has  one)  shall  join  in  the 

of  this  acf  °  """^y  '"^"^^  by  virtue  of  the  provisions 

of  thi?act  ^^•"■'Sases  tojecure  the  payment  of  money  loaned  under  the  provision, 
ot  tins  act,  may  be  in  the  following  form,  viz  : 

I,  A  B,  of  the  county  of  ,  and'state  Of  ,  do  hereby  grant,  con- 
vey and  transfer  to  the  board  of  education  of  township  -L-,  range —  in  the 
t  "wnslin  ,1777'              °!  """o'^'      *e  use  of  the'  inhfbitants  'of  said 
Whth  r   r"!^.''!^"'?*'^  real  estate,  to  wit:  (Here  insert  the  premi- 

I  loaned  tn  f/'^^  ^  '^"'"'"'^     be  in  mortgage  for  the  payment  of  f  

comouted  at  Jb?r  "      P'^"'"'  *at  may  accrue  thereon^to  be 

^Terant  to   P'/  """""^  P^'-^-    ^nd  1  hereby 

^  and  to       ^ .  T  °^  """""y  '°  y*""  from  the  date  here- 

1  further  rvl     fff.""}       '""^  rate  aforesaid,  half  yearly  in  advance, 

sal  is  f"7.  '  bave  agood  and  valid  title  to  said  estatef  and  that  the 

wSoh  ml  t'l""^^  incumbrance;  that  I  will  pay  all  taxes  and  assessments 
mav  at^S  K***  '^'i  f  '  'bat  I  will  give  any  additional  security  that 
may  at  any  time  be  required  by  said  board  of  education ;  and  if  said  estate  be 
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sold  to  pay  said  debt,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  for  any  failure  or  refusal  to  comply 
with  or  perform  the  conditions  or  covenants  herein  contained,  I  will  deliver  im- 
mediate possession  of  the  premises. 

And  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  C,  wife  of  said  A  B,  doth  hereby  release 
to  the  said  board  of  education  all  her  right  and  title  of  dower  in  the  aforegrant- 
ed  premises,  tor  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

In  testimony  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals,  this  day 

of  ,  18—.  A  B  .  [seal.] 

C   D  .  [SZAL.J 

Which  mortgage  shall  be  acknowledged  and  recorded  as  is  required  by  law 
for  other  conveyances  of  real  estate,  the  mortgagor  paying  the  expenies  of  ac- 
knowledgment and  recording,  and  fifty  cents  as  a  fee  to  the  township  treasurer. 

§  62.  Upon  the  breach  of  any  condition  or  stipulation  contained  in  said  mort- 
gage, an  action  may  be  maintained  and  damages  recovered  as  upon  other  cove- 
nants ;  but  mortgages  made  in  any  other  form  to  secure  payment  as  aforesaid 
shall  be  valid  as  if  no  form  had  been  prescribed.  In  estimating  the  value  of 
real  estate  mortgaged  to  secure  the  payment  of  money  loaned  under  the  provi- 
sions of  this  law,  the  value  of  improvements  liable  to  be  destroyed  shall  not  be 
included. 

§  63.  In  all  cases  where  the  board  of  education  shall  require  additional  se- 
curity for  the  payment  of  money  loaned,  and  such  security  shall  not  be  given, 
the  township  treasurer  shall  cause  suit  to  be  instituted  for  the  recovery  of  the 
same,  and  all  interest  thereon,  to  the  date  of  judgment :  Provided^  that  proof  be 
made  of  the  said  requisition.  In  the  payment  of  debts  by  executors  and  admin- 
istrators,  those  due  the  common  school  or  township  fund  shall  have  a  preference 
over  all  other  debts,  except  funeral  and  other  expenses  attending  the  last  sick- 
ness, not  including  the  physician's  bill.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  town- 
ship treasurer  to  attend  at  the  office  of  the  probate  justice  upon  the  proper  day, 
as  other  creditors,  and  have  any  debts  due  as  aforesaid  probated  and  classed,  to 
be  paid  as  aforesaid. 

§  64.  If  default  be  made  in  the  payment  of  interest  due  upon  money  loaned 
by  any  school  commissioner  or  township  treasurer,  or  in  the  payment  of  the 
principal,  interest  at  the  rate  of  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum  shall  be  charged  up- 
on the  principal  and  interest  from  the  day  of  default,  which  shall  be  included  in 
the  assessment  of  damages,  or  in  the  judgment  in  suit  or  action  brought  upon  the 
(Aligation  to  enforce  payment  thereof;  and  interest  as  aforesaid  may  be  recovered 
in. action  brought  to  recover  interest  only.  And  the  said  township  treasurers 
are  hereby  empowered  to  bring  appropriate  actions,  in  the  name  of  the  board  of 
education,  for  the  recovery  of  thehalf  yearly  interest,  when  due  and  unpaid,  with- 
out suing  for  the  principal,  in  whatsoever  form  secured,  and  justices  of  the  peace 
shall  have  jurisdiction  in  such  cases  of      sums  under  one  hundred  dollars. 

§  64.    All  suits  brought,  or  actions  instituted  under  the  provisions  of  this 

act,  may  be  brought  in  the  name  of  "board  of  education  of  township  ,  range 

— — — ,"  except  as  is  provided  for  action  qui  iamin  section  hereof,  and 

as  provided  in  section  in  favor  of  school  commissioners.  The  town- 
ship treasurer  shall  demand,  receive  and  safely  keep,  according  to  law,  all  mon- 
eys, books  and  papers  of  every  description  belonging  to  his  township.  He  shall 
keep  the  township  fund  loaned  at  interest;  and  if  on  the  first  Saturday  of  April 
in  any  year  there  shall  be  any  interest  or  other  funds  on  hand  which  shall  not  be 

required  for  distribution,  as  provided  in  section  hereof,  such  amount 

not  required  as  aforesaid  shall  forever  after  be  considered  as  principal  in  the 
funds  to  which  it  belongs,  and  loaned  as  such. 
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§  65.    On  the  first  Saturday  of  April  and  October  of  every  year,  the  town 
ship  treasurer  shall  lay  before  the  board  of  education  a  statement  showing  the 
amount  of  interests,  rents,  issues  and  profits  that  have  accrued  or  become  due 
i.nce  their  last  regular  half  yearly  meeting,  on  the  township  lands  and  townshio 
(unds,  and  also  the  amount  of  state  and  county  fund  interest  on  hand.    He  shall 

t^al7  ""ut*'  ?"  ■"or'gBges,  and  all  other 

evidence  of  indebtedness  belonging  to  the  township,  for  the  examination  of  the 

UiTduTies  of  his  Iffice^        """^  ''"^'^  may  require  touching 

§  66.  For  any  failure  or  refusal  to  perform  all  the  duties  required  of  town- 
ship treasurer  by  law,  he  shall  be  liable  to  the  board  of  education  upon  his  bond 
to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt  by  said  board,  in  their  corporate  name,  for  the 
use  of  the  proper  township,  before  any  court  having  jurisdiction  of  the  amount 
of  damages  claimed;  but  it  said  treasurer,  in  any  such  failure  or  refusal,  acted 
under  and  in  conformity  to  a  requisition  or  order  of  said  board,  or  amaioritv  of 
them,  entered  upon  their  journal  and  subscribed  by  their  president  and  clerk 
or  a  majority  of  them,  then  and  in  that  case  the  members  of  said  board  afore-' 
said,  or  those  of  them  voting  for  said  requisition  or  order  as  aforesaid,  and  not 
the  treasurer,  shall  be  liable,  jointly  and  severally,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
township,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  assumpsit,  in  the  official  name  of  the 
school  commissioner,  for  the  use  of  the  proper  township. 

§  67.  When  a  township  treasurer  shall  resign,  or  be  removed,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  office,  he  shall  pay  over  V  his  successor  i'n  office  aU 
money  on  hand,  and  deliver  over  all  books,  notes,  bonds,  mortgages,  and  all  oth 

Xh  fhi'"  T"'^'  '"t""  P'P'"  documents  of  eve?y  de  cription,  in 
which  the  corporation  may  have  any  interest  whatever,  and  in  case  of  the  dea  h 

M  .ln7°'-ih^f  '"'^'u'^'       legal  representatives  shall  be  bound 

to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  this  section.  And  for  any  failure  to  comnlv 
with  the  requisitions  of  this  section,  he  shall  be  liable  to  a  LnaUy  of  not  le  I 
than  ten,  nor  more  than  one  hundred  dollars,  at  the  discretion  of  theCur"  before 
which  judgment  maybe  obtained;  and  the  obtaining  or  payment  of  said  iuT 
ment  shall  in  nowise  discharge  or  diminish  the  obligation  of^his  officiaTbond? 

TOWNSHIP  AND  COUNTY  SCHOOL  FUNDS. 

m  J  ^"„''°ods,  notes,  mortgages,  and  other  evidence  of  indebtedness 
moneys  and  efiects,  in  the  hands  of  any  school  commissioner,  trustee  of  school'' 
township  treasurer,  or  other  officer,  or  person,  and  belonging  to  any  county 

the  sale^^f'J'h.  ''''r''  °'  "^^y  ''erlfter  ac^crue  ftom 

the  sale  of  (he  sixteenth  section,  or  of  the  common  school  lands  of  anv  town 
ship  or  county,  or  for  the  sale  of  any  real  estate  or  other  propertv  Zen  fo; 

^L  "h  "u      r  '°      P"n"P^'  "f  «ny  county  or  townsWp 

fund  and  all  surplus  interest  and  other  funds  which  have  been/or  shalTherl? 

fml  u'  '""f  P^^*  °f P"nciP^l  »f  any  townshTp  or  countv 

unds,  by  any  law  which  has  heretofore  been,  or  may  hereafter  be  enacted  n 
he  hand  of  any  county,  township,  or  other  Officer,  or  otherTerson  and  be 
tongin^  to  any  county  or  township,  and  all  sums  ar  sing  fTomTe  li  o^ 
to  be  Tn^l  n%P""'''Pj'  °^^"y  "'""^'^'P     county  funl  are  hereby  declfred 
^unlTii' f  1  'rhl\' •'""^"'"'^  .the  prfncipalof  the  township  or ' 
Xu  Ler  bedltl^h  ,f»r"  "  Part  thereof 

or  profit,  as  herein,  heretofore,  or  may  hereafter  be,  provided  by  law. 
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§  69.  So  much  of  the  school  moneys  coming  into  the  hands  of  the  township 
treasurer,  which  has  been,  or  may  be  derived  from  the  state  tax,  state  fund,  or 
common  school  fund  of  the  state,  or  from  any  township  tax  funds  levied  for  the 
purpose  of  continuing  the  terms  of  schools,  after  the  state  funds  have  been  ex- 
hausted, as  provided  in  section  seventy-four  of  this  act,  shall  be  applied  oulv  to 
the  payment  of  teachers,  in  the  respective  townships  to  which  such  fund  be- 
longs, and  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  for  no  other  purpose  whatever  ; 
and  all  other  school  funds,  paid  into  the  township  treasury,  arising  from  taxa- 
tion, or  from  other  sources,  and  the  interest  of  the  township  fund,  not  other- 
wise specifically  directed  to  be  applied  by  this  act,  shall  be  applied  and  ex- 
pended, under  the  direction  and  at  the  discretion  of  the  board  of  education  of 
the  township  to  which  such  funds  belong,  in  procuring  school  house  sites,  and 
improving  the  same,  in  building,  repairing,  and  furnishing  school  houses,  in 
the  payment  of  such  compensation  to  directors  of  boards  of  education  and  town- 
ship treasurers,  and  other  school  purposes,  as  such  board  are  authorized  to 
make  under  the  provisions  of  this  act :  Provided,  however,  that  nothing  herein 
shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the  application  of  said  school  funds  to  the 
payment  of  teachers,  when  necessary,  in  the  opinion  of  said  board,  so  to  apply 
them,  or  any  part  thereof. 

§  70.  All  moneys  and  school  funds,  liable  to  distribution,  not  being  princi- 
pal, paid  into  the  township  treasury,  or  coming  into  the  hands  of  the  township 
treasurer,  shall  be  paid  out  only  on  the  order  of  the  board  of  education,  signed 
by  their  president  and  clerk,  and  for  all  payments  made,  receipts  shall  be  taken 
and  filed ;  and  in  all  such  orders  shall  be  stated  the  purpose  for  which  or  on 
what  account  drawn  ;  and  all  such  orders  may  be  in  the  following  form,  to  wit 

The  treasurer  of  township  number   ,  range  number  ,  in  

county,  will  pay  to  or  bearer,  dollars  and  cents,  (on  his 

contract  for  repairing  Sulphur  Spring  school  house,  (or  otherwise  as  the  case 
may  be.)    By  order  of  the  board  of  education  of  said  township. 

A  B,  President. 

C  D,  Clerk, 

Which,  together  with  the  receipt  of  the  person  to  whom  paid,  shall  be  filed  in 
the  office  of  the  township  treasurer  :  Provided,  however,  the  township  treasurer 
may  pay  to  any  teacher  his  wages,  on  such  teacher  presenting  a  certificate  of 
the  amount  due  him,  and  an  order  for  the  same,  by  any  two  members  of  the  board 
of  education,  and  on  said  teacher  filing  with  said  treasurer  a  true  copy  of  his 
certificate  of  qualification,  certified  by  the  said  two  members  to  be  such  as  is 
required  by  law  for  the  grade  of  school  such  teacher  has  taught;  which  certifi- 
cates and  order  as  aforesaid  shall  be  appended  to  the  aforesaid  true  copy  of 
said  teacher's  qualification  ;  which  certificates  and  order  may  be  in  the  follow- 
ing form,  viz  : 

We,  the  undersigned,  directors  and  members  of  the  board  or  education  of 

number  ,  range  number  ,  in  the  county  of  ,  hereby  certify 

the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  A  B,  teacher's  certificate  of  qualification, 
and  is  such  as  is  required  by  law,  to  qualify  (him  or  her)  to  teach  in  the  grade 
of  school  which  (he  or  she)  has  taught,  and  we  further  certify  that  the  amount 

due  said  A  B  is  dollars  and  cents  ;  which  amount  the  treasurer  of 

said  township  is  hereby  required  to  pay. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  day  of  ,  18  — . 

A  B  ) 
C  d'  V 

To  E  D,  Township  Treasurer^  T.  jR.  . 
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Which,  on  payment  being  made,  the  treasurer  shall  file  in  his  office  together 
with  said  teacher's  receipt  for  the  amount  paid.  But  no  order  shall  be  drawn 
or  paid,  in  lavor  of  any  teacher,  until  his  or  her  schedule  or  scheduL  S 
have  been  completed  and  filed,  as  provided  in  section  fifty-six  of  this  act  no" 
untal  he  or  she  shall  have  complied  with  all  his  or  her  Jies  J  pZlX'ed  Z 

COMMON  SCHOOL  FUNDS. 

§  71.    The  common  school  fund  of  this  statp  shall  ^.nncj.t  „<•  i 
will  be  produced  by  the  annual  levy  and  a   essmen  of  ^  Ln.'""'' 
dollar's  valuation  of  all  the  taxable  pfoperty  'n  the  sta  e  amlTh^^^^^^  upon  each 
vied  and  assessed  annually,  in  addition  toTe  revenue'  fb  sta  e  nur-r  ^'t 

said  mills  upon  each  dollar's  valuation  of  all  the  taxibi;  ni^^^^  t 

state,  to  be  collected  and  paid  into  the  state  treasnrv        ,7    Property  in  the 

lected  and  paid  ;  and  the  Lount  due  f  om  the  s  at  J    co  drnVToTr  ^ 

and  settlement  of  the  account  between  the  state  and  ^hat  l^n7  under  ttT"^ 

visions  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  diltribS  Za  r 

of  the  interest  on  the  school,  college  and  sem  LTfund  "  an^n,  .  '"PP''"*'"'" 

enth  February,  one  thousand  eigft  hundred  and^Mrtfiv?  and  T  ^/^I" 

which  have  been  or  may  be  received  by  the  state  f  cm  the  UnM  stat-  f 

the  use  and  support  of  common  schools,  and  alse  of  the  Lney  aSded  *n  t^  '  ' 

mon  school  fund  which  was  received  from  the  United  S?»^L     !i  *ecom- 

congress  providing  for  a  distribution  ot^tt  s^S  Revenue  The'Vr:;^"/ 

States,  and  which  was  invested  in  bank  stock  bv  anfhnritv  „r,i.    I  f 

the  amount  added  to  the  school  fund  underTn'a'^     S  fhe  tile  ^^r  l'^^^^ 

fund  to  be  invested  in  state  bonds  :  Provide,!  thnt  in  u       ,  P 

the  state  taxes  have  not  been  collected  n  any'  ountv  such  ^nuT'  W'''"'^' 

afores.d  shall  in  such  cases  be  ^^^^ ^l^:^:::^:^^ '''' 

and  applied  to  the  support  of  common  schools,  a  he  efn  provide'^     The",f  f' 
shall  also  pay,  as  aforesaid,  and  at  the  same  time,  an  interest  of  sivn/ 

Jr'X  ^enl^  onle  ^t^the"  aiX^J'^n'       '''''  ^'^^^ 
supervision  of  the  commisdone  s  of  h  'Tchoo?  fu id  ITZ  ltT''  """" 
number  of  white  children  in  each  co,  nt.  ?n        "  ,       ,  ''^'=«>'tain  the 

state  superintendent,  as  provided  in  the  seventv  nin  h  !  r  1  S"""  "'^ 
interest  due  on  the  sihool,  college  and  8^™;!?  ^;  ^^     "^'"^  '  '^e 

ber  of  white  children  in  eth  cXtv  und.Tih  f '     P.^P""""  to  the  num- 

ing  one-third,  in  nrono  ti:;  "!       f."«^''"<^'  ^"d  of  the  remain- 

in  each  county,  and  isle  his  warrant^o  tL  ,  """^  -P"''  '««u«Wps 

ty  upon  the  collector  thereof    And  ,n„n  .  commissioner  of  each  coun- 

school  commissioner  to  thp^nll»t     ^1°    P'^'^^'^^'on  of  said  warrant  by  the 
the  school  cpsTo^tLl^t  ^  t^^^^^^^^ 

which  may  be  collected  by  hi„,  and  not  otlTwrarprtted  l^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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said  commissioner's  receipt  therefor  ;  and  on  settlement  with  the  auditor,  said 
collector  shall  be  credited  with  the  amount  specified  in  said  receipt,  in  the  same 
nlanner  as  if  it  had  been  paid  into  the  treasury.  Dividends  shall  be  made  as 
aforesaid,  according  to  the  proportions  ascertained  to  be  due  to  each  county  an- 
nually thereafter,  until  another  census  shall  have  been  taken,  and  then  divi- 
dends shall  be  made  and  continued  as  aforesaid,  according  to  the  last  census  : 
Provided^  if  any  collector  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  pay,  in  gold  or  silver,  the  amount 
of  the  aforesaid  warrant,  or  any  part  thereof,  by  the  first  day  of  March,  annu- 
ally, or  so  soon  thereafter  as  it  may  be  presented,  it  shall  be  competent  for  the 
school  commissioner  to  proceed  against  said  collector  and  his  securities,  in  an 
action  of  debt,  in  the  county  court  j  which  court  is  hereby  vested  with  full 
power  and  authority  to  hear  and  determine  all  such  suits,  render  judgment  and 
issue  execution,  or  said  suit  may  be  brought  in  any  other  court  having  jurisdic- 
tion ;  and  the  said  collector  shall  pay  twelve  per  centum,  to  be  assessed  as  dam- 
j^ges  upon  the  amount  due,  and  which  shall  be  included  in  the  judgment  obtain- 
ed against  him. 

ADDITIONAL  TAXES  IN  TOWNSHIPS  FOR  SCHOOLS. 

§  74.  At  each  meeting  in  October,  or  at  any  subsequent  meeting  thereafter, 
before  the  first  day  of  May,  annually,  each  township  board  of  education  in  this 
state  shall  determine,  by  estimate,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  the  entire  amount  of 
money  necessary  to  be  expended  in  the  township  to  keep  in  good  condition  and 
operation  a  sufficient  number  of  free  schools  for  the  accommodation  of  all  the 
cliildren  in  said  township  during  the  ensuing  year,  other  than  for  the  payment 
of  teachers,  and  over  and  above  the  available  means  arising  from  the  township 
fund,  or  from  other  sources,  and  applicable  to  general  school  purposes,  as  pro- 
vided in  section  sixty-nine  hereof;  and  also  such  additional  amount  as  the 
board  may  think  necessary  for  the  exclusive  purpose  of  supplying  any  deficien- 
cy in  the  fund  for  the  payment  of  teachers,  and  for  the  purpose  of  extending 
the  terms  of  schools  after  the  state  or  common  school  fund  shall  have  been  ex- 
hausted; and  shall  determine,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  what  rate  per  cent,  on 
Uie  one  hundred  dollars'  valuation  of  all  the  taxable  property  in  the  township, 
each  of  said  amounts,  separately,  will  require  to  be  levied  ;  each  of  which  rates 
so  estimated  and  required  to  be  levied,  together  with  a  list  of  the  names  of  all 
the  resident  tax  payers  of  the  township,  the  said  board  shall  make  known  by 
certificate  in  writing,  signed  by  the  president  and  clerk  of  the  board,  to  the 
clerk  of  the  county  court  of  the  county,  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  of  July 
next  thereafter  in  each  year  ;  which  certificate  may  be  in  the  following  form, 
viz  : 

We  the  undersigned,  president  and  clerk  of  the  board  of  education  of  town- 
ship No.  — ,  range  No.  — ,  in  the  county  of  ,  and  state  of  Illinois,  do  here- 
by certify  that  said  board  have  estimated  and  required  to  be  levied  for  the  year 

18  — ,  the  rate  of  ,  for  general  school  purposes,  and  the  rate  of  ,  for 

paying  teachers  and  extending  terms  of  schools,  on  each  one  hundred  dollars' 
valuation  of  taxable  property  in  said  township.  Given  under  our  hands,  this 
 day  of  ,18—. 

A         B  ,  President, 

C  D  ,  Clerk, 

§  75.  According  to  the  rate  or  rates  certified  as  aforesaid,  the  said  county 
clerk,  when  making  out  the  tax  books  for  the  collector,  shall  compute  each  tax- 
able person's  tax  in  said  township,  or  that  part  of  the  township  in  the  county, 
taking  as  a  basis  the  total  amount  of  taxable  property  returned  by  the  county 
assessor  for  that  year,  lying  and  being  in  said  township,  or  part  of  township, 
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whether  belonging  to  residents  or  non-residents,  and  also  each  and  ^v.r  ,  * 
of  land  assessed  by  the  assessor,  which  lies,  or  he  largest  Dart  of  wliT  r""' 
.     m  sa,d  township,  or  part  of  township.    The'said  county  c  Lk  shaU  Tat.  I' 

shall  be  included  .in  the  Td'menrremlerH  'f't'''''  «^„damages,  which 

lector  shall  be  liable  for  sicKrt  of  said^^^^^^^  n'^  '  J^""^*''' 

he  could  not  have  collected  bv  k^  i^f  f  ^^u' ''t,*^'* '° 

amount.                collected  by  law,  until  he  may  be  able  to  so  collect  such 

Jl's,  th?c?r.mcrof  [he^rat:  :?cr"^'^  f  '"^ - 

section  of  tiiis  act,  shall  be  retimed  t„  th.  ?'  p  *f  ""^  ^«venty-fourth 
of  such  counties,  furnishinVto  eTch  'Lt  'h  '    '  county  court  of  each 

of  that  part  of  such  toSio  whil  I  «  of  the  resident  tax  payers 

shall  proceed  in  all  respects  ^a  rJardfih"  ,  f^'^'.^''^  ^"""^  of  said  clerks 
erty  o*;-  that  part  of  /uo^  tow^ship^  tua  ed  ifhi  '  ""f'"*^  '''^^"^  P"P- 
seventy.fifth  section  of  this  act  '^^<l^"ed  by  the 

opiLonjusTic:  alireJ^Xt^^'rexlnUh'  "^^^  ""^^^J'  ^ 
persons,  who  have  nrevion^^rLn.  '"^f^^P^he  property  of  any  person,  or 
School  house  site  anrerect  nr°tn^''°'''^  by  taxation  to  the  purchase  of  a 
the  payment  of  ai  y  tax  comnute'd  3  1  f/"™'^!^'"?  school  house,  from 
provided  in  the  sevenL  foTrh  r  H'"^-  S^eral  school  purposes,  as 
se>  enty-fourth  section  of  this  act ;  and  an  order  to  that  effect, 
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signed  by  the  president  and  clerk  of  said  board,  shall  be  a  receipt  to  the  col- 
lector of  so  much  of  the  amount  required  to  be  collected  by  him,  and  paid  over 
to  the  township  treasurer,  or  other  authorized  person.  For  the  purpose  of 
enabling  the  board  of  education  to  make  the  estimates  of  taxes  required,  as  pro- 
vided in  section  seventy-four  hereof,  the  county  clerk  of  each  county  shall  fur- 
nish to  the  clerk  of  each  of  said  boards  of  education  in  each  township  and  part 
of  township  in  his  county,  the  total  amount  of  valuation  of  the  taxable  property 
of  each  township  and  part  of  township  aforesaid,  respectively,  as  returned  by 
the  assessor  for  the  previous  year  ;  and  to  enable  the  clerk  of  the  county  court 
to  perform  this  duty  for  the  first  estimates  of  the  boards,  as  aforesaid,  the 
clerks  of  said  boards,  respectively,  shall  furnish  to  said  county  clerk  a  list  of 
all  the  names  of  the  resident  tax  payers  of  the  previous  year  in  said  township, 
or  part  of  township,  in  the  county,  and  thereafter  said  list  of  names  shall  be 
furnished  as  provided  in  section  seventy-four  hereof. 

SCHOOL  LIBRARIES. 

§  79.  For  the  purpose  of  furnishing  school  libraries  and  apparatus  to  all 
.  the  common  schools  of  the  state,  the  auditor  of  the  state  shall  issue  his  warrant 
in  favor  of  the  state  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  for  a  sum,  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  state  tax  for  school  purposes,  levied  under  the  provisions 
of  the  seventy-first  (71)  section  of  this  act,  equal  to  one-tenth  of  one  mill  on 
the  dollar's  valuation,  which  shall  be  applied  by  the  state  superintendent  in  the 
purchase  of  books  and  apparatus,  and  distributed,  through  the  school  commis- 
sioner of  each  county,  to  the  boards  of  education  in  each  township,  city,  and  in- 
corporated village,  in  proportion  to  the  enumeration  of  scholars. 

§  80.  The  local  boards  of  education,  or  other  school  ofHcers  having  charge 
of  common  schools,  shall  be  held  accountable  for  the  preservation  of  said  libra- 
ries and  apparatus,  and  they  shall  have  power  to  prescribe  the  time  of  taking 
and  the  periods  of  returning  the  books  belonging  to  the  libraries  ;  also  to  assess 
ind  collect  the  damages  which  may  be  done  to  the  books  by  persons  entitled 
to  their  use,  and  also  to  provide  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  school  apparatus, 

§  81.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  local  boards  of  education,  or  other  school 
officers  having  charge  of  schools,  to  appoint  the  librarians,  and  determine  the 
places  where  the  libraries  shall  be  deposited,  selecting  such  central  points  as 
will  best  accommodate  the  schools  and  families  of  the  district,  and  every  family 
in  each  district  shall  be  entitled  to  the  use  of  one  volume  at  a  time  from  the 
school  library,  although  no  member  of  such  family  attends  any  of  the  schools  of 
the  township  or  district  j  and  the  library  shall  be  open,  under  the  inspection  of 
the  librarian,  at  stated  periods  throughout  the  year,  to  be  prescribed  by  the 
board  of  education,  or  other  proper  school  officers,  without  regard  to  the  ses- 
sion of  the  schools. 

§  82.  The  board  of  education  of  eacli  township  shall  make  and  enforce 
such  rules  and  regulations  relative  to  the  use  and  preservation  of  the  school 
libraries  and  apparatus  as  they  may  think  proper,  and  shall  appoint  a  suitable 
person  to  take  charge  of  the  library  and  apparatus,  and  to  act  as  librarian,  resi- 
dent at  some  convenient  place  in  the  township  or  district,  and  may  require  such 
librarian  to  give  bond  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  allow  him 
such  compensation  as  they  may  think  reasonable,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys 
in  the  township  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  on  the  order  of  the  board, 
signed  by  the  president  and  clerk. 

COMPENSATION  OF  OFFICERS. 

§  83,  School  commissioners  shall  be  allowed  to  retain,  out  of  the  township 
funds  of  the  township  for  which  the  services  may  be  rendered,  three  per  cent. 
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upon  the  amount  of  i;ales  of  school  lands,  and  upon  real  estate  taken  for  debt  ibr 
their  services  in  making  such  sales,  including  such  other  services  connected 
therewith  as  are  required  by  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  two  per  cent!  they 
may  retain  upon  the  amount  of  all  sums  distributed,  paid  or  loaned  out  by  them 
for  the  support  of  schools ;  and  for  other  services  performed  by  them,  they 
shall  be  allowed  to  retain,  out  of  the  common  school  fund,  such  additional 
amount  of  compensation  or  salary  as  shall  be  allowed  by  the  county  convention 
of  this  county ;  and  the  county  conventions  are  hereby  authorized,  and  made 
ther  duty,  to  make  such  additional  allowance,  as  aforesaid,  to  school  commis- 
sioners as  said  conventions  may  deem  reasonable,  and  the  secretary  of  the  con- 
vention shall  enter  the  order  for  said  amount  allowed  upon  the  journal,  and 
certify  said  order  to  the  school  commissioner,  which  the  said  com.missioner 
shall  file  in  his  otlice  as  his  voucher. 

§  84.  Township  treasurers  sliall  be  allowed  to  retain  three  per  cent,  upon 
all  sums  paid  out,  or  loaned  by  them :  Provided,  however,  the  boards  of  educa- 
tion may  reduce  said  compensation,  and  said  boards  shall,  and  it  is  hereby 
made  their  dtity,  to  make  a  reasonable  allowance  to  said  treasurers  for  their 
services  performed  as  clerks  of  said  boards,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  townshio 
funds.  ^ 
§  85.  County  conventions  shall  allow  to  directors  of  boards  of  education 
such  compensation  for  services  performed  by  them,  as,  in  the  opinion  of  said 
convention,  may  be  reasonable,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  respective  township  treas- 
uries ;  and  the  said  county  conventioi.s  shall  allow  to  associate  examiners  of 
the  county  boards  of  examination  such  compensation  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
convention,  may  be  reasonable,  not  exceeding  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  day 
for  every  day  necessarily  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  to  be  paid 
by  the  school  commissioner  out  of  the  common  school  fund,  on  the  order  of  the 
convention,  certified  by  the  then  secretary* 

§  86.    School  commissioners,  directors  of  boards  of  education,  town-^hin 
treasurers,  and  all  other  school  officers,  where  offices  are  designated  by  this 
act,  shall  be  exempted  from  working  on  the  roads,  servino-  on  juries  and  mili 
tary  duty.  j  > 


LIABILITIES  OF  OFFICERS, 


§  87.  It  any  school  commissioner,  trustee  of  schools,  township  treasurer 
director,  or  any  other  person  entrusted  with  the  care,  control,  management  or 
disposition  of  any  common  school,  college,  seminary,  or  township  fund,  for  the 
use  of  any  county,  township,  district,  or  school,  shall  convert  any  such  funds 
or  any  portion^ereof,  to  his  own  use,  he  shall  be  liable  to  indictment,  and  up- 
on conviction,  shall  be  fined  in  not  less  than  double  the  amount  of  money  con- 
verted, and  imprisoned  in  the  county  jail  not  less  than  one  or  more  than  t'welve 
months,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

§  §8.  Directors  of  boards  of  education  shall  be  liable,  jointly  and  severally 
lor  the  sufficiency  of  securities  taken  from  township  treasurers  ;  and  in  case 
ot  judgment  against  the  treasurers  and  their  securities,  for,  or  on  account  of 
any  default  of  any  such  treasurers,  on  which  the  money  shall  not  be  made  for 
want  of  sufficient  property  whereon  to  levy  execution,  actions  on  the  case  may 
be  maintained  against  said  trustees,  jointly  or  severally,  and  the  amount  not 
collected  on  said  judgment  shall  be  recovered  with  costs  :  Provided,  that  if  said 
directors  can  show,  satisfactorily,  that  the  security  taken  from  the  treasurers 
as  aforesaid  was  at  the  time  of  said  taking  good  and  sufficient,  they  shall  not  be 
liable  as  aforesaid. 
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{>  b^.  The  real  estate  of  school  commissioners,  or  township  treasurers,  an: 
ail  other  school  ofHcers,  and  of  the  securities  ol'  each  of  them,  shall  be  bound 
for  the  satisfaction  and  payment  of  all  claims  and  demands  against  said  commis- 
sioners and  treasurers,  and  other  orficers,  as  such,  from  the  date  of  issuinj^  pro- 
cess againsi  them,  in  actions  or  suits  brought  to  recover  such  claims  or  demands, 
until  satisfaction  thereof  be  obtained;  and  no  sale  or  alienation  of  real  estate  by 
any  commissioner,  treasurer,  or  other  officer,  or  security  aforesaid,  shall  defeat 
the  lien  created  by  this  section,  but  all  and  singular  such  real  estate  held,  owned, 
or  claimed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  liable  to  be  sold  in  satisfaction  of  any  judgment 
which  may  be  obtained  in  such  actions  or  suits. 

§  90.  Directors  of  boards  of  education,  or  either  of  them,  failing  or  refusinf^ 
to  make  returns  of  children  in  their  township,  or  district,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  or  if  either  of  them  shall  knowingly  make  a  false  return,  the 
party  so  oiFcnding  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  not  less  than  ten  dollars  nor 
more  than  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  assumpsit,  before 
any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  which  penalty,  when  collected,  shall  be 
lidded  to  the  township  fund  ;  and  if  any  school  commissioner,  director  of  boards 
of  education,  or  either  of  them,  or  other  oUicer  whose  duty  it  is,  shall  negli- 
^^Giitly  or  willfully  fail  or  refuse  to  make,  furnish,  or  communicate  the  statistics 
and  information,  or  shall  fail  to  discharge  the  duties  enjoined  upon  them,  or 
either  of  them,  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  required  by  the  provisions  of 
sections  twenty  and  thirty-eight  of  this  act,  such  delinquent  or  party  offending 
shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  twenty-five  dollars,  to  be  recovered  before  any  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  on  information  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the  state  of  Illinois, 
and  when  collected  shall  be  paid  to  the  school  commissioner  of  the  proper 
county  for  the  use  of  schools. 

§  91.  School  commissioners,  directors  of  boards  of  education  and  township 
treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  and  any  other  officer  having  charge  of  schoyl 
funds  or  property,  shall  be  responsible  for  all  losses  sustained  by  any  county, 
township,  or  sciiool  fund,  by  reason  of  any  failure  on  liis  or  their  part  to  per- 
form the  duties  required  of  him  or  them  by  this  act,  or  by  any  rule  or  regula-  ^ 
tion  authorized  to  be  made  by  this  act ;  and  each  and  every  of  the  olhcers  afore- 
said shall  be  liable  for  any  such  loss  sustained  as  aforesaid,  and  the  amount 
thereof  may  be  recovered,  in  a  civil  action,  before  any  court  having  jurisdiction 
thereof,  at  the  suit  of  the  state  of  Illinois,  for  the  use  of  the  county,  township, 
or  fund  injured,  and  the  amount,  v/hen  collected,  shall  be  paid  to  the  proper 
officer,  for  the  benefit  of  said  county,  township,  or  fund  injured. 

COST,  TENURE  OF  OFFICES  AND  CONTRACTS  UNDER  FORMER 

LAWS. 

§  92.  No  justice  of  the  peace,  probate  justice,  constable,  clerk  of  any  court, 
or  sheriff,  shall  charge  any  costs,  in  any  suit  where  any  agent  of  any  school 
fund,  suing  for  the  recovery  of  the  same,  or  any  interest  due  thereon,  is  plain- 
tiff, and  shall  be,  from  any  cause,  unr'Uccessful  in  such  suit.  School  commis- 
sioners appointed  heretofore  shall  continue  in  office  until  superseded  accordincj 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  their  duties,  responsibilities,  and  powers  shall 
be  governed  by  the  provisions  herein  named.  Trustees  of  school  lands  here- 
tofore appointed,  and  trustees  of  schools  heretofore  elected,  shall,  also,  continue 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  their  office  until  trustees  of  schools  are  elected  under 
the  provisions  of  ibis  act.  Townships  heretofore  incorporated  shall,  without  1 
^!iy  further  action  or  proceeding,  be  considered  as  incorporated  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  and  the  trustees  and  other  officers  shall  continue  to  discharge 
tiieir  duties  till  suspended  by  appointment  or  election  under  this  law  ;  and  n! 


:^ciii)ul  directors  and  oHicers  hereloibre  appointed,  shall  continue  in  office  until 
superseded  hy  the  election  as  provided  in  this  act,  and  shall  be  governed  by  the 
provisions  of  Uie  laws  lieretofore  in  force,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  this  act. 
Leases  of  school  lands  shall  remain  valid  and  be  executed  accordino-  to  the 
laws  under  which  they  were  made.    Common  school  lands  valued  and^'offered 
for  sale  and  remaining  unsold  shall  be  sold  upon  terms  prescribed  by  this  act. 
All  contracts  made  under  the  laws  hereby  repealed  shall  remain  valid,  and  al! 
ri.i^hts,  remedies,  defences,  and  causes  of  action  existing,  or  which  may  here- 
after exist  or  arise,  under  or  by  virtue  of  said  repealed  laws,  shall  conlinueand 
remain  valid,  and  sliall  be  enforced  notwithstanding  the  repeal  of  said  laws 
'iniess  canceled  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act.    And  all  rules  and  rec;- 
■iitions  authorized  by  this  acf,  which  shall  be  made  by  county  conventions 
school  commissioners,  and  boards  of  education,  shall  have  the  same  loree  and 
eliect  as  it  contained  herein. 

OF  CITIES  AND  INCORPOilATED  TOWNS. 

§  93.  This  act  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  repeal  or  change,  i'.i  any  re- 
spect, any  special  acts  in  relations  to  schools,  in  cities,  or  incorporated  towns  • 
except  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  boards  of  education,  or  other  offi- 
cers, of  any  city  or  incorporated  town,  having  in  charge  schools  under  the  pro- 
visions ot  any  of  the  said  special  acts,  or  of  any  ordinance  of  any  city  or  incor- 


such  statistics  and  other  information  in  regard  to  schools,  and  the  enumeration 
,  ot  children,  or  white  persons,  as  are  required  to  be  communicated  by  township 
ooards  of  education,  under  the  provisions  of  the  thirty-eighth  (38)  section  of 
this  act,  or  so  mu.-h  thereof  as  may  be  applicable  to  said  city  or  incorporated 
,  town,  to  the  scliool  commissioner  of  the  county  where  such  city  or  incorporated 
town  is  situated,  or  of  the  county  in  which  the  larger  part  of  such  city  or  town 
IS  situated;  nor  shall  it  be  lawful  for  the  county  school  commissioner,  or  any 
other  orhcer  or  person,  to  pay  over  any  portion  of  the  common  school  fund,  to 
any  local  treasurer,  school  agent,  clerk,  board  of  education,  or  other  officers,  or 
persons,  of  any  township,  city,  or  incorporated  town,  unless  a  report  of  the 
number  of  children,  or  white  persons,  and  other  statistics  relative  to  schools 
and  a  statement  of  such  other  information,  as  are  required  of  (he  board  of  edu- 
cation as  aforesaid,  and  other  school  officers  and  teachers,  under  the  provisions 
ot  this  act,  shall  have  been  filed,  at  the  time  or  times  aforesaid  specified  in  this 
section.  With  the  school  commissioner  of  the  proper  countv,  as  aforesaid  5  nor 
unless  the  books  recommended  by  the  state  superintendent,  to  be  used  in  the 
schools  established  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  have  been  ado»)ted 
and  used  m  the  schools  of  said  township,  city,  or  incorporated  town,  and  sched- 
ules thereof,  m  manner  and  form  as  prescribed  in  this  act,  returned  to  the  school 
commissioner  aforesaid. 

SCHOOLS  OF  PERSONS  OF  COLOR. 

94.  In  townships  in  which  there  may  be  schools  for  the  education  of  per^ 
sons  ot  color,  established  by  themselves  or  otherwise,  the  board  of  education 
shall  aliow  such  schools  a  portion  of  the  school  fund,  equal  to  the  amount  of  taxes 
collected  from  all  persons  of  color  in  their  respective  townships. 


COMMON  SCHOOL  LANDS. 

§  95.  Section  number  sixteen  in  every  township  granted  to  the  state  by  the 
United  States  for  the  use  of  schools,  and  such  sections  or  parts  of  sections  as 
have  been  or  maj'  be  granted  as  aforesaid,  in  lieu  of  all  or  part  of  section  num- 
ber sixteen,  and  also  the  lands  which  have  been  or  may  be  selected  and  granted 
as  aforesaid,  for  the  use  of  schools,  to  the  inhabitants  of  fractional  townships  in 
Vv'hich  there  is  no  section  number  sixteen,  or  where  such  section  shall  not  con- 
tain the  proper  proportion  for  the  use  of  schools  in  such  fractional  township,  shall 
be  held  as  common  school  lands;  and  the  provisions  of  this  act  referring  to  com- 
mon school  lands  shall  be  deemed  to  apply  to  the  lands  aforesaid. 

§  96.  All  the  business  of  such  townships,  so  far  as  relates  to  common  school 
lands,  shall  be  transacted  in  that  county  which  contains  all  or  the  greater  por- 
tion of  said  lands.  If  any  person  shall,  without  being  duly  authorized,  cut,  fell, 
box,  bore,  destroy  or  carry  away  any  tree,  sapling  or  log  standing  or  being  up- 
on any  school  lands,  such  persons  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  tree,  sapling 
or  log  as  felled,  boxed,  bored,  destroyed  or  carried  away,  the  sum  of  eight  dol- 
larsj  which  penalty  sh<dl  be  recovered,  with  costs  of  suit,  by  an  action  of  debt 
or  assumpsit,  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  having  jurisdiction  of  the  amount 
claimed,  or  in  the  county  or  circuit  court,  either  in  the  corporate  name  of  the 
board  of  education  of  the  township  to  whicii  the  land  belongs,  or  by  action  of 
quiiam,  in  the  name  of  any  person  who  will  first  sue  for  the  same — one  half  for 
the  use  of  the  person  suing,  the  other,  half  to  ihe  use  of  the  township  aforesaid. 
When  two  or  more  persons  shall  be  concerned  in  the  same  trespass,  they  shall  bo 
jointly  and  severally  liable  for  the  penalty  herein  imposed.  Every  trespasser 
upon  common  school  lands  shall  be  liable  to  indictment,  and  upon  conviction, 
fined  in  three  times  the  amount  of  the  injury  occasioned  by  said  trespass,  and 
shall  stand  committed  as  in  other  cases  of  misdemeanor.  All  penalties  and  fines 
collected  under  the  provisions  ot  this  section  siiall  be  paid  to  the  township  treas- 
urer, and  be  added  to  the  principal  of  the  township  fund  ;  and  all. other  fines, 
penalties  and  forfeitures  imposed  or  incurred  in  any  of  t!ie  circuit  courts  of  this 
state,  collected  by  justices  of  the  peace  or  other  county  oflicers,  except  fines 
collected  in  incorporated  towns  or  cities,  for  the  violation  of  the  by-laws  or  or- 
dinances of  said  towns  or  cities,  shall  be  pai<l  to  the  school  commissioner  of  the 
county  where  such  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures  have  been  collected,  and  the 
same  shall  be  distributed  by  said  commissioner  in  the  same  manner  as  the  com- 
mon school  funds  of  f!ie  state  are  distributed;  and  if  any  county  ofBcer  of  justice 
of  the  peace  aforesaid  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  pay  as  aforesaid,  after  collection, 
r.uch  officer  or  jos^tice  of  the  peace  so  failing  or  refusing  to  pay  as  aforesaid  shall 
Ibrfeit  and  pay  double  the  amount  of  such  fine,  penalty  or  forfeiture  as  aforesaid, 
collected  by  him,  to  be  recovered  before  any  court  having  jurisdiction,  in  a  civil 
action,  at  the  suit  of  the  school  commissioner. 

SALE  OF  COMMON  SCHOOL  LANDS. 

§  97.  When  the  inhabitants  of  any  township  or  factional  township  slijill 
desire  the  sale  of  the  common  school  land  of  the  township  or  fractional  town- 
ship, they  shall  present  a  petition  to  the  school  commissioner  of  the  county  in 
which  the  school  lands  of  the  township,  or  the  greater  part  thereof,  lie,  for  the 
sale  thereof;  which  petition  shall  be  signed' by  at  least  two  thirds  of  the 
white  male  inhabitants  of  the  tovv^nship  of  fractional  tow  nship  of  and  over  twen- 
ty-one )^ears  of  age.  The  signing  of  the  petition  must  be  in  the  presence  of 
tv/o  citizena  of  the  township,  after  the  true  meaninr^  thereof  shall  have  been 
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explained,  and  when  signed  an  affidavit  shall  be  affixed  thereto,  by  the  two  citi- 
zens, proving  the  signing  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  and  stating  the  number  of 
white  male  inhabitants  in  the  township  or  fractional  township,  of,  and  over  twen- 
ty-one years  of  age;  and  said  petition j  so  proved,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  school 
commissioner  tor  hi&  action  thereon  :  Provided^  that  no  whole  section  shall  be 
sold  in  any  township  containing  less  than  lifty  inhabitants,  and  common  school 
lands  in  fractional  townships  may  be  sold  when  the  number  of  inhabitants  and 
number  of  acres  are  in  the  ratio  of  fifty  to  six  hundred  and  forty,  but  not  be- 
fore. N 

§  .98.  When  the  petition  and  affidavits  are  delivered  to  the  school  commis- 
sioner as  aforesaid,  he  shall  notify  the  directors  of  the  board  of  education  of  said 
township  thereof,  and  said  directors  shall  immediately  proceea  to  divide  the  land 
into  tracts  or  lots,  of  such  ibrm  and  quantity  as  will  produce  the  largest  amount 
of  money,  and  after  making  such  division,  a  correct  plat  of  the  same  shall  be 
made,  representing  ail  divisions,  with  each  lot  numbered  and  defined  so  that  its 
boundaries  may  be  forever  ascertained.  Said  directors  shall  then  fix  a  value  on 
each  lot,  having  regard  to  the  terms  of  sale,  certify  to  the  correctness  of  the 
plat,  stating  the  value  of  each  lot  per  acre,  or  per  lot,  if  less  than  an  acre,  and 
referring  to  and  describing  the  lot  in  the  certiiicate,  so  as  fully  and  clearly  to 
distinguish  and  identify  each  lot ;  which  plats  and  certificate  shall  be  delivered 
to  the  scliool  commissioner,  and  shall  govern  him  in  advertising  and  selling  said 
lands. 

§  99.  In  subdividing  common  school  lands  for  sale,  no  lot  shall  contain  more 
than  eighty  acres,  and  the  division  may  be  made  into  town  or  village  lots,  with 
roads,  streets  or  alleys  between  them  and  through  the  same  5  and  all  such  di- 
visions, with  all  similar  divisions  hereafter  made,  are  hereby  declared  legal ; 
and  all  such  roads,  streets  and  alleys,  public  high  ways. 

§  100.  The  terms  for  selling  common  school  land  shall  be  to  the  highest 
bidder,  for  cash,  with  the  privilege  to  each  purchaser  of  borrowing  from  the 
school  commissioner  the  amount  of  his  bid,  for  any  period  not  less  than  one  nor 
more  than  five  years,  upon  his  paying  interest  and  giving  security,  as  in  case  of 
money  loaned  by  township  treasurer,  as  provided  in  section  — —  hereof. 

§  101.  The  place  of  selling  comaraon  school  lands  shall  beat  the  court-house 
of  the  county  in  which  the  lands  are  situated ;  or  the  directors  of  the  board  of 
education  may  direct  the  sale  to  be  made  on  the  premises  ;  and  upon  the  recep- 
tion by  the  school  commissioner  of  the  plat  and  certificate  of  valuation  from  the 
directors,  he  shall  proceed  to  advertise  the  said  land  lor  sale,  in  lots  as  divided 
and  laid  ofl'  by  said  directors,  by  posting  notices  thereof  in  at  least  six  public 
places  in  the  county,  forty  days  next  anterior  to  the  day  of  sale,  describing  the 
land,  and  stating  the  time,  terms  and  place  of  sale  ;  and  if  any  newspaper  is 
published  in  said  county  said  advertisement  shall  be  printed  therein  for  four 
weeks  before  the  day  of  sale — if  none,  then  it  shall  be  sold  under  the  notice 
aforesaid. 

§  102.  Upon  the  day  appointed,  the  school  commissioner  shall  proceed  to 
make  sales,  as  follows,  viz  :  he  shall  begin  at  the  lowest  number  of  lots,  and 
proceed  regularly  to  the  highest,  till  all  are  sold  or  offered.  No  lot  shall  be 
sold  for  less  than  its  valuation  by  the  directors.  Sales  shall  be  made  between 
the  hours  of  ten  o'clock  a,  m.,  and  six  o'clock  r.  m.,  and  may  continue  from  day 
to  day.  The  lots  shall  be  cried  separately,  and  each  lot  cried  long  enough  to 
enable  any  one  present  to  bid  who  desires  it. 

§  103.  Upon  closing  the  sales  each  day,  the  purchasers  shall  each  pay,  or 
secure  the  payment,  of  the  purchase  money,  according  to  the  terms  of  sale;  or  in 
case  of  his  failure  to  do  so  by  ten  o'clock  the  succeeding  day,  the  lot  purchased 
^^ shall  be  again  oiler ed  at  public  sale,  on  the  samic  terms  as  before,  and  if  the  val- 
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nation  or  more  shall  be  bid,  shall  be  stricken  oti;  but  if  the  valuation  bo  iim' 
bid,  the  lot  shall  be  set  down  as  not  sold.  If  the  sale  is  or  is  not  made,  the  for- 
mer purchaser  shall  be  required  to  pay  the  difference  between  his  bid 'and  the 
valuation  of  the  lot;  and  in  case  of  his  failing  to  make  such  payment,  the  school 
commissioner  may  forthwith  institute  an  action  of  debt  or  assumpsit,  in  his  name, 
as  commissioner,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  where  the  land 
lies,  for  the  required  sum;  and  upon  making  proof,  shall  be  entitled  to  judgment, 
with  costs  of  suit;  which,  when  collected,  shall  be  added  to  the  principal  of 
t'ls  township  fund.  And  if  the  amount  claimed  does  not  exceed  one  hundred 
dollars,  the  suit' may  be  instituted  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  ;  but  if  more 
than  that  sum,  then  in  the  circuit  court  of  any  coanty  wherin  the  party  may  be 
found. 

§  104.  All  lands  not  sold  at  public  sale,  as  herein  provided  fur,  shall  l)e  sub- 
ject to  sale  at  any  time  thereafter,  at  the  valuation;  and  school  commissioners 
are  authorized  and  required,  when  in  their  power,  to  sell  all  such  lands  at  pri- 
vate sale,  upon  the  terms  at  which  they  are  offered  at  public  sale. 

§  105.  In  all  Cises  where  common  scho,)l  lands  have  been  heretofore  valued 
and  have  remained  unsold  for  two  years  after  having  been  offered  for  sale,  or 
sliall  hereafter  remain  unsold  thnt  leuL^h  of  lime,  after  being  valued  and  offered 
for  sale  in  conformity  to  this  act,  the  directors  of  the  board  of  education  of  the 
townshij)  where  such  lands  are  situated,  may  vacate  the  valuation  thereof,  by 
an  order  to  be  entered  on  book  A,  of  the  school  commissioner,  and  cause  a  new 
valuation  to  be  made,  if  in  their  opinion  the  intere:?ts  of  the  township  will  he 
promoted  thereby.  They  shall  make  said  second  valuation  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  lirst  wa-*  made,  and  shall  deliver  to  the  school  commissioner  a  plat  of 
such  second  valuation,  with  the  order  of  vacation,  to  be  entered  as  aforesaid; 
./hereupon  said/school  commissioner  shall  proceed  in  selling  said  lands  in  al! 
. ospects  as  it  no  former  valuation  had  been  made:  Provided,  that  the  seconti 
valuation  may  be  made  by  the  directors  without  petition,  as  provided  in  section 
seventeen  hereof. 

§  106.  Upon  the  completion  of  every  sale  by  the  purchaser,  the  scliool 
imissioner  shall  enter  the  same  on  book  B,  and  shall  deliver  to  the  purchaser 
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a  certilicate  of  purchase,  stating  therein  the  name  and  residence  of  the  purchas- 
er, describing  the  land  and  the  price  paid  therefor  ;  which  certificate  shall  be 

vidence  of  the  facts  therein  stated. 
§  107.  At  the  lirst  regular  term  of  the  county  court  in  each  year,  the  school 
commissioner  shall  present  to  the  court  of  his  county — first,  a  statement  siiow- 
ing  the  sales  of  school  lands  made  subsequent  to  the  first  regular  term  of  the 
previous  year,  which  shall  be  a  true  copy  of  the  sale  book,  (book  B;)  second, 
statem,ents  of  the  amount  of  money  received,  paid,  loaned  out,  and  on  hand,  be- 
longing to  each  township  or  fund  under  his  control — the  statement  of  each  fund 
to  be  separate  ;  third,  statements  copied  from  his  loan  book,  (book  C,)  show- 
ing all  the  facts  in  regard  to  loans  which  are  required  to  be  stated  upon  the 
loan  book  ;  all  of  which  the  county  court  shall  thereupon  examine  and  compare 
with  the  vouchers,  and  the  said  county  court,  or  so  many  of  them  as  may  be 
present  at  the  term  of  the  court,  shall  be  liable  individually  to  the  fund  injured, 
and  to  the  securities  of  said  school  commissioner,  in  case  judgment  be  recovered 
of  said  securities,  for  all  damages  occasioned  by  a  neglect  of  the  duties,  or  any 
of  them,  required  of  them  by  this  section:  Provided,  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  construed  to  exempt  the  securities  of  said  school  ^commissioner  from 
any  liability  as  sucli  securities,  but  they  shall  still  be  liable  to  the  fund  injured 
the  same  as  if  the  county  commissioners  were  not  liable. 

§  lOS.    The  school  commissioner  shall,  also,  at  the  time  aforesaid,  transmit 
ihc  auditor  of  public  accounts  a  full  and  exact  transcript  from  book  B  of  all  < 


^  sales  made  subsequent  to  each  report.     The  statement  in  section  

reof,  required  to  be  presented  to  the  county  court,  shall  be  preserved  -nd 
■led  by  the  clerk  of  said  court  into  a  well  bound  book,  kept  for  that  purpose 
<  the  hst  transmitted  to  the  auditor  shall  be  filed,  copied  and  preserved  in  like 
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b  109.    Every  purchaser  of  common  school  land  shall  be  entitled  to  a  nat- 
rom  tae  state,  conveying  and  assuring  the  title.    Patents  shall  be  made  out 
ihe  auditor  from  returns  made  to  him  by  the  school  commissioner.  Thev 
A\  contain  a  description  of  the  land  granted;  shall  be  in  the  name  of  and 
ned  by  the  gov-ernor,  countersigned  by  the  auditor,  with  the  great  seal  of 
^  state  alhxed  thereto  by  the  secretary  of  state,  and  shall  operate  to  vest  in 
^  ,  purchaser  a  perfect  title  in  fee  simple.     When  patents  are  executed  as 
[  herein  required,  the  auditor  shall  note  on  the  list  of  sales  the  date  of  each  pat- 
ent, in  such  manner  as  to  perpetuate  the  evidence  of  its  date  and  deliverv  \m] 
thereupon  transmit  the  same  to  the  school  commissioner  of  the  proper  countv 
.  to  be  by  lum  dehvered  to  the  patentee,  his  heirs,  or  assigns,  upon  the  return  of 
►  the  original  certificate  of  purchase ;  which  certificate,  when  returned,  shall  be 
-a  and  preserved  by  the  school  commissioner. 

^^?''  of  common  school  lands,  and  their  heirs  and  assio-ns 

■  duphcate  copies  of  their  certificates  of  purchase,  and  of  patents,' 

.1  iling  affidavit  with  the  school  commissioner  in  respect  to  certificates,  and 
with  the  auditor  m  respect  to  patents,  proving  the  loss  or  destruction  of  the 
on-mals  ;  and  such  copies  shall  have  all  the  force  and  effect  of  the  originals." 

ACTS  REPEALED— Publicaiion  and  Distribution  of  ihe  Act 

-     V  ill     An  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  establish  and  maintain  common  schools,- 

,^  ary  12th  1851,  and  an  act  entitled  -An  act  to  increase  the  school  fund,"  an- 
.  proved  February  10th,  1853  and  ail  other  acts  and  parts  of  acts  comin,.  i^  cSn- 

hct  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  are  hereby  repealed.     This  act  to  be  in 

force  from  and  after  the  day  of   1855. 

^.         /f^"^  P"^^^^  printer  is  hereby  required 'to  print  —thousand 

copies  of  this  act,  under  the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  state,  who  shall  first 

make  a  perfect  index  hereto,  to  be  distributed  by  him  according  to  population 

ers,  to  be  distributed  by  them  to  the  directors  of  the  boards  of  education  rnd 
township  treasurers,  for  the  use  of  the  different  officers  under  this  law 
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